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EXECUTIVE SESSION - CONF 




COMMUNIST INFILTRATION AND ACTIVITIES IN PUBLIC 
HOUSING AUTHORITY, NEW YORK CITY GOVERNMENT 



FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28, £958 

House of Representatives, 

Subcommittee of the Committee 
on Un-American Activities . 

New York, New York # 



The Subcommittee met, pursuant to recess, at 9:30 a*m., 

in Zoom 414, /.abastfaclo- To?*?, ?<*t Net? York, Honorable 

Clyde Doyle presiding. 

Present: Representatives Clyde Doyle (acting chairman) , 
aaq[ Gordon H # Soberer. 

Also Present: Frank S t Tavenner, Sr., Counsel; Frank 
Bonora, Acting Clerk; and Mrs. Dolores Seotti, Investigator . 

Mr. Doyle. Tlie Subcommittee will please come to order. 

May the record show, that we are convening here at 9:30 
a.m., pursuant to recess of yesterday. 

Are you ready to proceed, Sir. Tavenner? 

Mr. Tavenner, Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyle. Call your first witness, please. 
Mr. Tavenner. The first witness will be Valda Shingler. 
Mr. Doyle. May the record also show that Congressman 
Soberer and I are both present, a quorum of the Subcommittee. 
Will the witness please stand and be sworn? 
Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the 
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whole 'ruth mC nothing but the truth , so help you God. 
airs, bhiogler* I do, so help me God. 

to. Doyle. Thank you. You may have the witness chair. 

TZS>TX*)NY uF YAIOA SHINGLEft, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
HA1UY SACHET, 342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 27, 
4£W YORK 

/Jr. 'faveanor. What is your name, please? 
i&s. c>iiingler , Vnlda walngler. 

Mr. Taveansr. Villi counsel accompanying the witness please 
identify hiaiseiX for the recoroV 

Air. Sacher. ilary Sao her, 342 Madison Avenue, Mew York 17, 
xtew Fork. 

Me. Tn venn or. Where do you reside, Mrs. Shiagler? 
Mrs. bhinglar. 5630 136th street, Flushing, Now York, 
iir. Tnyeaaur. ;iov long' have you lived at Flushing, New 
York? J 
Mrs. Shinglsr. 33 years. 

Mr. Taveaner, "iVill you state, please, what ^our formal 

» » 

educational training iius boea? 

Mrs. bhiaglor. High school graduate aad a graduate o£ 
the Hellevue School of iiurscs am! tljoa extra training for my/ 
present job, oa-out;* training. 

Jar, T»v*nu4r. you state, please/ what your employment 

has b&en over ti*e period that you mentioned that you lived in 
riushint, wUich /. believe v/ns-- 

idi % s. bhiugler, 33 years? 
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Mr, Tavenner. No, say since 1935, 

(The witness conferred with her counsel,) 

Mrs, Shingler, My attorney has advised that I inquire- on 
the subject of this inquiry and the pertinency of it, 

Mr, Tavenner, The Committee is undertaking to investigate 
the extent and character of Communist Party propaganda used 
within various government agenoies of the City of New York 
and the techniques and tactics used by the Communist Party 
in infiltrating into those areas. 

Now, will you answer the question, please? 

(The witness oonf erred with her counsel,) 

Mrs. Shingler. In 1935 you said? 

Mr, Tavenner. Yes. 

Mrs. Shingler, Well, 1935 — you will have to excuse me 
Just a minute — I was then employed in radiation therapy at 
Bellevue, 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that a city or state? 
Mrs. Shingler. It was a city Job. 
Mr. Tavenner. —institution. 
Mrs, Shingler. Yes, a city institution. 
Mr, Tavenner. When were you first employed there? 
Mr©. Shingler. I went into training in 1929 and I did 
not leave until two years ago. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain in that employment? 
Mrs. Shingler. Until 1955. I resigned in October, 1 
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believe it was, of that year. 

» 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the Mature of your employment? 

Mrs. Shingler. Excuse me just one minute. It may have 
been *S6 that 1 left. I am not sure. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of your employment? 

Mrs. Shingler. I was a radiation therapy technician. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you describe a little more in detail 
your duties? 

Mrs. Shingler. I ran a deep X-ray machine and treated 
patients, mostly cancer, and cleaned and prepared radium to 
be used in the operating room on the patient. 

Mr. Tavenner. While in that employment did you have 
occasion to learn of a Communist Party group, an organised 
group of the Communist Party, in which employees in the city 
government were mainly the members. 

(The witness conferred with har counsel.) 

Mrs. Shingler. I respectfully decline to answer on the 
ground that I do not wish to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you aware of the existence— 

Excuse me. 

Will you read the witness' last answer? 
(The reporter read from his notes as requested.) 
Mr, Soberer. Would you read the question before the 
last answer? 

(The reporter read from his notes as requested.) 



Mr. Tafnaw, Mny I ask you if you were aware of the exist* 
onoe of so-called neighborhood groups of the Communist Party 
In which employees of the government were assigned as members. 
(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 
Mrs. Shingler. I respectfully decline to answer on the 
ground that I do not wish to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Wore you a member of a branch of the 
Communist Party known as the Flushing Branch? 

Mrs. Shingler. I respectfully decline to answer on the 
ground that I do not wish to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of a group, an organized 
group of the Communist Party known as the Bayside Branch? 

Mrs. Shingler. I respectfully refuse to answer on the 
ground that I do not wish to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend closed meetings of the 
Communist Party at any time while you were employed at the 
hospital? 

Mrs. Shingler. I rospeotfully decline to answer on the 
ground that I do not wish to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. This Committee has conducted a hearing re- 
garding Communist Party activities in connection with the work 
of the National Committee to secure justice for the Rosenbergs. 
Did you partake of the work of the National Committee to secure 
justice for the Rosenbergs during the year 1953? 

Mrs. Shingler. I respectfully decline to answer on the 



6 ground that 1 do not wish to be a witness against myself. 

to. Tavenaer. Wore you active in the organizational work 
of the American Labor Party? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Shlngler. X object to that question on the grounds 
that it doesn't fail within the scope of the inquiry that you 
have outlined, 

to, Tavenaer, Well, in 1948 you were employed, were you 
not, by the city government? 
tos, Shingler, I was, 

Mr, Tavenaer. And that was true also in 1944, was it not? 
tos, Shingler. Yes. 

to. Tavemier, I hand you the October 3, 1944 issue of the 
Daily Worker, which refers to the activities to be engaged in., 
in getting out a record vote. The heading of this article is 
"Many Headers have Written in Asking Where to Report to Help 
Get Out the Vote. We suggest they report to their nearest 
ALP Union, I WO or CPA Headquarters." CPA are the initials for 
the Communist Political Association. And the leaders in the 
various precincts are set forth on the second page. There 
appears this notation: 8 AO, which 1 assume is Assembly Dis- 
trict, Flushing, Valda Shingler. 

Will you examine that please and state what your official 
connection was with AJU> at that time? 

(Document hauded to witness.) 
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(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs.Shingler. I object on the same ground that it doesn't 
fall in with the scope of the investigation that was outlined 
previously, 

Mr, Tavonner. May I have a direction? 

Mr. Doyle. X direot the witness to answer. We believe it 
is proper and pertinent and within the purview of the investiga- 
tion by the Committee. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs, Shingler. I respectfully decline to answer on the 
ground that I do not wish to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. By 1948, your situation may have become more 
prominent, if this is a correct recital of the facts, and I am 
now referring to the January 6, 1943 issue of the Daily Worker. 
Here is an article appearing in this article entitled: "Queens 
ALP Leaders Rap Chapman." 

You are quoted in this article as expressing an opinion 
regarding Harry Chapman. 

Will you examine, please, and state whether or not the 
article is correct in referring to you as one of the leaders. 

(Document handed to witness.) 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs, Shingler. X respectfully decline to answer on the 
grounds that I do not wish to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the two issues of the 
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Daily Worker in evidence and ask that the one of 1944 be marked 
Shingler Exhibit 1 and the one of 1948 be marked Shingler 

Exhibit No. 2. 

Mr, Doyle. They will be so reoeived and so marked. 

iSr. Tavenner. Will you state whether in 1941 you were 
active in the work of the Amerioan Peace Mobilization? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs, Shingler. I respectfully decline to answer on the 
ground that I do not wish to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner, Did you attend a dinner meeting of the 
American Labor Party at the Hotel Astor in October 1951? 

Mrs. Shingler. I respectfully decline to answer on the 
grounds that I do not wish to be a witness against myself. 

Mr, Tavenner,, Have you been a member of the Communist 
Party or were you a member of the Communist Party at any 
time while employed by the city-state government? 

Mrs, Shingler, I respectfully decline to answer on the 
grounds that I do not wish to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Communist Party 
now? 

Mrs. Shingler. I respectfully decline to answer on the 
grounds that I do not wish to be a witness against myself. 
Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 
Mr. Doyle. Have you any questions, Congressman Soherer. 
Mr, Scherer. I have no questions. 
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Mr. Doyle. I have no questions. 
Thank you, witness, and counsel. 

Mrs. Shingler, I am continuing your subpoena until May 7 
this year until May 7 this year in Room 618 of the United 
States Courthouse Building, Foley Square, here in Hew York, 

at 10:00 a.m. 

That is May 7, counsel. 
Mr, Sao her. May 7. 

Mr. Doyle. Room 618 in the Courthouse Building at 10:00 
a.m. We are continuing the subpoena in effect. 

Thank you very much. 

Call the next witness, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner, The next witness is Leon Brusiae, 

Mr, Doyle, Will the witness please rise and be sworn? 

Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Drusine, I clo. 

Mr. Doyle. Thank you. If you will ,tafee the witness chair. 

TESTIMONY OE LEON DRUSINE, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
HARRY SACHER, 342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, 
NEW YORK 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr, Drusine. Leon Drusine, 

Mr, Tavenner, Will you spell your name? 

Mr, Drusine, D-r-u-s-i-a-e. 

Do you want the first name spelled, too? 
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Mr, Tavenner. No. 
Mr, Drusine, No, 

Mr, Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness identi- 
fy himself for the record? 

Mr, Sacher. Harry Sacher, 342 Madison Avenue, New York 
17, New York, 

Mr, Tavenner, When and where were you born, Mr. Drusine? 
Mr. Drusine. In New York City, September 10, 1912. 
Mr, Tavenner. Do you now reside in New York City? 
Mr, Drusine. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you lived in New York City your entire 
life? 

Mr, Drusine, No. I was in Detroit for about sis or seven 
years as a child. I got baok here at about twelve, 

Mr. Tavenner. Your adult life, then, has been spent in 
the City of New York? 

Mr. Drusine. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you serve in the armed forces? 

Mr. Drusine. Yes, of course. That is an exception, too. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. During what period of time? 

Mr. Drusine. January *44 to May *46. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the Committee, please, what 
your formal educational training has been? 

Mr. Drusine. High School in New York, graduated 1929, 
Columbia University, 1934, BS, MA New York University 1948, 
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PhD 1956 '. 

lip, Tavenner. When did you reoeive your Master's Degree — 
your Doctor* s degree? 

Mr, Drusine. In February 1956. 

Mr. Tavenner, 1956? 

Mr, Drusine, Yes, 

Mr, Tavenner. In what field? 

Mr, Drusine. Psychology. 

Mr, Tavenner, How are you now employed? 

Mr, Drusine. I a© employed as a psychologist. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the Committee, please, what 
" your record of employment has been since 1948? 

Mr. Drusine. Since 1948? 

Mr. Tavenner. Wait a minute. Since 1934 f when you re. 
oelved your BS degree. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Drusine. From 1934 to 1942 I was employed with the. 

New York City Department of Welfare; from 1942 to 1944, first, 

with a Earm Seourity Administration and then- 
Mr, Tavenner. Did you say Farm Seourity? 
Mr. Drusine. Yes. And then with the Public Housing 

Administration when this took over the functions of the 

Farm Security Administration. 

Mr. Tavenner, What was that date? 

Mr. Drusine. I don't know. There was an executive order 
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transferring tho function, by the President, 

Mr. Tavenner. Approximately what year? 

Mr. Drusine. Well, I was only with them for two years 
before I went into the army, so it was sometime during this 
period from 1042 to «43, I would imagine. »43, I think. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then you returned from the service in 1946? 

Mr. Drusine. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner, What has been your employment since 1946? 

Mr. Drusine, From 1946 to 1949 I was with the Public 
Housing Administration; from 1949 to 1950 with the Rent Control, 
Office of Price Administration, I believe it was called. Then 
from 1980 to 1957 I was with the New York City Housing Author- 
ity when X resigned. 

Mr. Tavenner, That was until what date? 

Mr. Drusine, September 15, 1957, 

Mr, Tavenner. What was your position with the Housing 
Administration during that period? 

Mr. Drusine. The Public Housing Administration? 
Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Drusine, Variously, I was an Assistant Project Manager, 
a Project Manager; then an Administrative Assistant, when I 
got out of the army, and then I had a variety of titles. I 
can't even remember most of them. One of them was Field Opera- 
tions Assistant, I believe; and another one was Area Supervisor. 
They all had to do with the same job. The titles were changed 
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regular, 

Mr, Tnvenaer. M the time of the termination of your work 
what employment did you hold? 

Mr, Drusine. With the Public Housing Administration? 
Mr, Tavenner, Yes. 

Mr. Drusine, I can tell you what the position was, but I 
don f t remember the enact title, of the position. 
Mr. Tavenaer. Verywell. 

Mr. Drusine. Oh, I know what it was, Conversion Management 
Assistant. I remember now. Do you want to know what the Job 
was? 

Mr. Tavenaer. 3fes. 

Mr. Drusine. The Federal Government, as part of the War 
Housing Program, had leased for seven years certain properties, 
like large houses, churches, gymnasiums, even barns, I think, 
which were converted into apartments, small apartments for 
war housing workers. These were managed by real estate agents 
in the local communities where these conversions had taken 
place, and it was w job to see that the real estate agents 
did their job. 

Mr. Ta vernier. How long were you employed in that capacity? 

Mr. Drusine. I don»t know eKactly how long. 1 believe it 
was within a year after I returned following my army service, 
because I returned originally as an Administrative Assistant. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you employed in Public Housing in any 
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other place than Wew York City? 

Mr. Drusine. Yes. Originally when I started to work with 
Farm security Administration, 1 was managing a trailer camp 
in Middle River , Maryland and that was where I spent two years, 
there, although it wasn f t all in the trailer camp. In the 
last few months I was with a temporary housing project, not 
trailers, 

Mr. Tavenner. And your present employment, you say, is 
that of a psychologist? 
Mr. Drusine. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where are you employed? 
(The witness conferred with his counsel *) 
Mr. Sacher, Mr. Tavenner, it is not public employment of 
any kind. 

Mr. Doyle. Counsel has withdrawn his question. 
Mr. Sacher. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner, Mr. Drusine, the Committee has received 
evidence indicating that there have been organized groups of 
the Communist Party here in the City of New York to which 
employees of the city government, particularly those in the 
Housing Administration, were assigned as Communist Party 
members . 

I would like to ask you first if you aware of the existence 
of a branch of the Communist Party known as the Industrial 
Workers Branch. 
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Mr. Drusine. I a» not. 

Mr. Tavenner. While you were employed by the oity govern- 
ment, were you 8 member of a union, the United Publio Workers 
Union? 

Mr. Drusine. No, I was not. 

Mr. Tavenner. The Committee has also received evidence 
that a number of city employees were members of neighborhood 
groups of the Communist Party. Were you at any time, while .an 
employee of the oity government, either in the Housing ^minis- 
tration or Publio Welfare, affiliated with a neighborhood 
group of the Communist Party? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Drusine, I can state unequivocally ffcr at least the 
past sixteen years I have not been a member of the Communist 
Party. Beyond this period I must respectfully decline to ans- 
wer because I do not wish to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Wow, that necessitates my inquiring more- 
about your record of employment. 

You say for a period of sixteen years you have not been a 

member . 

Mr. Drusine. For at least sixteen years. 
Mr. Tavenner. For at least sixteen years. How were you 
employed sixteen years ago? 

Mr. Drusine. I have already answered that, I believe. 
Mr. Tavenner. Will you refresh our recollection about it? 
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Mr. Drusine. Yes. With the New York City Department of 
Welfare. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that District Office No. 25? 
Mr. Drusine. Yes, it was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell us when you left that office? 
Mr. Drusine. Yes. 1939. 

Mi*. Tavenner. While you were employed in the District 
Office of the Public Welfare were you affiliated witto an 
organized group of the Communist Party? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Dimsine. 1 decline to answer this, Your Honor , on the 
same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, when you left District Office 25 of 
the Department of Public Welfare in 1939, as I understand, what 
employment did you take? 

Mr. Drusine. I was transferred to another District Office 
of the Department of Public Welfare. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where was that? 

Mr. Drusine. On the lower east side. I believe it was 
called District Office 11. 

Mr. Tavenner. And how long were you employed in District 
Office 11? 

Mr. Drusine. For between one and a half and two years, 
maybe, approKimately — I can't give you a precise figure on 
that. 1 don f t know. 
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Mr, Tavenner. Were you affiliated with the Communist £arty 
during that one and a half year period? 

Mr. Drusine. I must again decline to answer on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. That brings us up to about 1940 or Ml. 
Win you tell us what your next employment was? 

Mr. Drusine. I was then transferred to another District 
Office of the Department of Public Welfare. 

Mr. Tavenner. ,And what office was that? 

Mr. Drusine. I believe it was called District Office 40 • 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you employed there? 

Mr. Drusiue. I think something under a year. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you affiliated with the Communist Party 
while employed in that office, 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Drusine. I must decline to answer on thesame grounds, 

Mr. Tavenner. After leaving District Office No, 40, how 
were you employed? 

Mr, Drusine. 1 was then employed by the Farm Security 
.Administration. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where? 

Mr. Drusine. In Middle River, Maryland, 
Mr. Tavenner. And you were there for a period of about 
two years, I believe? 

Mr. Drusine. That is right. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Partyor 
affiliated with it while working in Maryland? 
Mr. Drusine. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been affiliated with the Communist 
Party at any time since— 
Mr. Drusine. Ho. 

Mr. Tavenner. — the termination of your work in Maryland? 
Mr. Drusine. Mo. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you attended any closed meetings of 
the Communist Party since being employed in Maryland? 
Mr. Drusine. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, let me ask you what projects you 
worked on as Conversion Management Assistant. 

Mr. Drusine. These were not projects. They were individual 
properties, and I was in the New York Region, which I believe 
covered Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, the District of 
Columbia and New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Doyle. Mr. Scherer, have you any questions? 

Mr. Scherer. No. 

Mr. Sacher. May 1 discuss this for a moment with you, 
about calling this witness? Off the record. 
Mr. Doyle. Off the record. 
(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Doyle. Your subpoena is continued in full force and 
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effect until Hay 6, 1958, IOjQO a.m. , Room 6l8 i in the Federal 
Courthouse Building here in Mew York,, 

Do you have that, Mr* Saoher? 

Mr. Saoher , Yes, I have, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyle. 1 notice your testimony, and 1 notice with 
pleasure, of course, that you have not been affiliated in any 
way with the Communist Party since the termination of your 
employment in Maryland. 

Mr. Drusine. No, since before my employment. 

Mr. Sacher. Before that. 

Mr. Doyle. Before that. Since before you became employed 
there in District Office No. 40. 

Mr. Sacher. District Office 40 is the Department of Public 
Welfare here in New York. 

Mr. Doyle. Oh, yes. Now, I am sure your counsel knows 
that this Committee is also always on the study and investiga- 
tion of ways and means by which it is possible for Congress, 
to constructively legislate in the field of any subversive 
activities, whether it is in the Communist Party or any other 
outfit. Therefore, I always feel that a man who has been as 
thoroughly trained as you have been in the educational field, 
having for some reason left the party, could be a great help 
to Congress in understanding and exploring legal ways and 
means in which the Congress should legislate, if any, in 
this field. 
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May I ask you, therefore, won't you please enter into this 
with a few minutes, at least, and give us the benefit of any 
thinking or any recommendation you have as to what Congress 
should do, if anything, more than we have to meet the subver- 
sive threat that exists, either from the Communist Party or 
any other source? \ 

What have you to help us op in that f ield? 
Mr. Drusine. X am afraid /that I have been out of touch 
with politics ever since I began my interest in psychology 
and I have had no time for anything else, frankly, so I have 
no recommendation* 

Mr. Doyle. Well, of course, I am not thinking of subversive 
activities as politics. I am thinking of it as a conspiracy 
to destroy our constitutional form of government. I do not 
dignify the Communist Party as politics. I can only think of 
it as what it is. 

With that statement by me, can you help us in any way? 
Mr. Drusine. I am afraid 1 cao't. 

Mr. Doyle. Did you voluntarily leave the Communist Party? 

Mr. Sootier. There is no evidence that he was a member of 
the Communist Party. I mean the question, if 1 may say so, 
assumes a state of facts that is not in evidence. 

Mr. Doyle. You lot me question him. This is not a court, 
as you know, counsel. I may be assuming a fact that is not 
in evidence. This is not a court, as you know; your objection 
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would be well taken In a court, I recognise that, but this is 
not a court, as you well know. Let me ask you this, and I am 
not inferring that you ever were a member of the CcraauauAot 
Party, I mean legally, as the result of the form of your testi- 
mony. I am not entitled to legally infer anything but as man 
to man 1 do infer in my own thinking as man to man that there 
was a time when you were closer to the Communist Party than you 
now are. You would expeotme, 1 am sure, to understand that* 
I will ask you a direct question. 

In what way should Congress think in terms of legislation, 
to meet the problem that was presented or is presented within 
your knowledge from the Communist Party, if you know of any " 
way? 

Mr. Drusine. I am sorry, I don't feel competent to oven 
discuss this, 

Mr. Doyle. Aa a result of your own experiences, either in 
or out of the party, or just your day to day knowledge of how 
it operated, or how it does operate, haven* t you any sugges- 
tion for us? 

Mr. Drusine. I am sorry, 1 don*t. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have another question that I would like to 

ask. 

Mr. Doyle. Before you do that, counsel, may I say to you, 
witness, that again I am not making any legal inference as a 
result of your testimony, but I am cordially inviting you 
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nevertheless as an .American Congressman, to get to the point 
where you can give your own Congreasraan the benefit of whatever 
experience you have had at any time with any movement of any 
sort dealing with our national governmental structureor with 
the structure of the City of New York, government ally , either 
in or out of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Drusine. I must emphasize that nothing in my experience 
has given me any competency to give any suggestion. I have a 
special competence in the field in which I studied but beyond 
this I don't. 1 must respectfully decline to be drawn into a 
general discussion because I don't feel at all competent in 
this area, and I think far better brains than mine have been 
working on it. 

Mr. Doyle. Well, you have had a rich experience in educa- 
tion, in preparation for your profession, and my hunch is, 
with all due respect, that you could be very helpful to your 
own Congress if you could get yourself into a position of 
feeling tha'i it is perhaps one of your patriotic duties. 

Mr. Drusine. Well, I think that I have discharged a number 
of patriotic duties, not only by service in the army, but when 
I was in Maryland, I was Chairman of a Bond Drive, I led drives 
for the Boy Scouts and for the Red Cross. I think there is a 
slight impugnment of my patriotism but here is a field in 
which I just do not feel competent to discuss. 

Mr. Doyle. There is no intentional impugnment of your 
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patriotism. I assure you that. But thero is my urgent invi- 
tation — 

Mr. Drusiue. Yes. 

Mr. Doyle, --that you express also your patriotism in 
the last sixteen years, especially, by trying to help your 
own Congress to try to understand better how to meet the 
problem that most any citizen, whether in the party or out of 
the party, and by referring to the party I was referring to 
the Communist Party, has had notice and plenty of knowledge, 
and I assume in closing this dissertation that you as a 
highly technically trained professional gentleman, have had 
some knowledge in some way of the Communist Party conspiracy 
in the City of New York. 

That 13 why, counsel, we may have to continue the subpoena 
in effect £or May 6, definitely. 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to ask you this question, 
whether or not after you became employed by the City Govern- 
ment, on your return from military service in 1946 — 

Mr. Drusine. Ho, that was the Federal Government. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. How long were you employed by the 
Federal Government after 1946 before you became employed by 
the City Government. 

Mr. Drusine. From 1946 to 1949 I was with the Public 
Housing Administration of the Federal Government. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 
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Mr. Drusine, For a year, to June 1950 I was with the 
OtiXGQ of *>rice Administration. This is the llent Control 
Office. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes* 

Mr. Drusine. And it was then .vhaa Kent Control was 
liquidated in i>Jew Y^rk that 1 went to work for the City Housing 
Authority in June 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is right. Hill you tell us please 
whether in your employment by the city government since 1950 
you have found employed by the city government persons who 
were known to you to be members of the Communist Party at 
any time while you wore employed by District 25, District 11, 
or District 40 of the welfare Department? 

Mr. Drusine. I am sorry. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that plain? 

Mr. Drusine. I am not sure 1 understand your question. 
Mr. Tavenner. 1 will repeat it. 

Will you tell us, please, whether or not there were 
employed persons, that is, employed by the State in the Housing 
Administration, persons who were known to you back at the time 
you were employed back in Distriat 25, Dist&ct 11 and District 
40— 

Mr. Drusiue. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. —of Public Welfare? 

Mr. Drusiue. Thore was no one known to me to be a member 
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of the Communist Party at alX during my period in the city 
government. That is in the oity. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is not my question. I am not asking 
you whether you knew there were members in 1950. 

Mr. Drusine. Let me put it another way, Congressman, if 
I may. I knew no one in Housing who had been employed in any 
of those District Offices. 

Does that answer your question better? 
Mr. Tavenner. You mean there was no one employed by 
Public Housing after you became employed there who had been , 
employed by the Welfare Department? 

Mr. Drusine. Well, I don't know about the Welfare Depart- 
ment, but those District Offices which I worked in, I knew no 
one who was employed by the City Housing Authority who had 
ever worked in those District offices. To the best of my 
knowledge, 1 didn't. There were 5,000 employees in the 
City Housing Authority, and X may have run across one here 
and there. 

Mr. Tavenner. That answers the question partially. 
Let us try to finish that answer. 

Were there persons employed by the City Housing Authority 
after 1950 who were known to you to be employed by Public 
Housing in any District in Public Housing and who while so 
employed in Public Housing -embers of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Drusine. Ho, sir. 
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Mr. Tavenner. You uadtxstand that question? 

Mr. Drusine. I think X do. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. All right. 

Mr. Doyle. Have you any questions, Mr. Scherer? 

Mr. Scherer. i have no questions. 

Mr. Doyle. Thank you, witness and counsel. 

Mr. Drusine, I am continuing your subpoena until May 6 of 
thfs year in Room 618 of the United States Courthouse Building, 
Foley Square, here in New York, at 10:00 a. as. 

Mr. Taveaner, call your neKt witness. 

Mr. Taveaner. The next witness is John Gates. 

Mr. Doyle. Will you please raise your right hand and be 
sworn? 

Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 
Mr. Gates. I do. 

Mr. Doyle. Have the witness chair, please. 
TESTIMONY OF JOHN ''GATES, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
HARRY SACHER, 342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, M. Y. 
Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your naiae, please, sir? 
Mr. Gates. John Gates. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness please 
identify himself for the record? 

Mr. Saoher. Harry Sacher, 342 Madison Avenue, New York 

17, Now York. 
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Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Gates? 
Mr. Gates. In New York City, September 28, 1913. 
Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 
Mr. Gates. At 1236. Pacific Street, Brooklyn, New York. 
Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Gates, you were a witness before this 
Committee on March 12, 1957? 

Mr. Gates. I believe that is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. At that time you refused to answer numerous 
questions propounded to you on the ground that it was in 
violation of your rights under the First Amendment and the 
self-incriminatory clause of the Fifth Amendment. 

Since that time a number of things have happened. We are 
advised through the press that on January 10 you resigned 
from the Communist Party and from the editorship of the Daily 
Worker, and I think about three days later the Daily Worker 
suspended* 

Now, the Committee believes that since the happening of 
those events that you will be willing to cooperate with it in 
answering questions that it needs to have answered regarding 
Communist Party activities. 

So, first of ail, I would like to ask you over what period 
of time were you the editor of the Daily Worker? 

Mr. Gates. Well, with respect to all questions that have 
to do with the period prior to my having resigned from the 
Communist Party and editor of the Daily Worker, I will refuse 
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to answer such questions because I feel that they are an in- 
vasion of my rights and that they are none of the business 
of this Committee nor of any other Committee of Congress, for 
that matter, in so far as I kno*r. Aod I am perfectly willing, 
and not only willing but happy to tell the American public 
all about my experiences of the past and the present, but 1 
don't feel it is within the province of this Committee to ask 
me such questions, 

Mr. Tavenner. This Committee feels — 

Mr. Scherer. May I interrupt? 

Mr. Tavenner. Excuse me. 

Mr. Scherer. I believe you were on Mike Wallace's program. 
Mr. Gates. X was* 

Mr. Scherer. And you say you are willing to tell the 
American public but not billing to tell the Committee? 
Mr. Gates. That is correct. 

Mr. Scherer. When you were on Mike Wallace* & program you 
were not under oath, though, were you? 

Mr. Gates, I wasn't under oath but if Mike Wallace had 
wished to have placed me under oath I would have had no objec- 
tion whatsoever. 

Mr. Scherer. You know, as a matter of fact, Mike Wallace 
has no right to place you under oath and any oath that he 
might administer would have no effect whatsoever. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 




Mr. Gates. Well, as I said, in my previous testimony to 
this Committee, 1 try to tell the truth whether I am under 
oath or not under oath. 

Mr. Scherer. I understand. I Just want to make it clear . 

Mr. Gates. I would have had no objection if Mike Wallace 
wanted to place me under oath to have done so. 

Mr. Scherer. I ask that you direct the witness to answer 
the question, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Tavenner»s question. He said 
he is willing to tell the American public but he said he is not 
willing to tell this Committee, and that is the reason he has. 
not answered the question. 

Mr. Doyle. May we have the question again, please? 

Mr. Tavenner. l think you better read the exact language. 

(The record was read by the reporter as requested.) 

Mr. Scherer. I ask that you direct the witness to answer 
the question. He has not invoked any Constitutional privilege. 
He merely said that it was none of the business of this Commit- 
tee to ask the questions. 

Mr. Doyle. I believe it is pertinent and proper, Mr. Gates 
and I make the instruction that you answer the question. 

Mr. Gates. I refuse to anslwer that question because it 
violates my rights under the First Amendment, it violates the 
freedom of the press as guaranteed by the First Amendment, and 
I will use also the Fifth Amendment and any other Amendment in 
the Bill of Sights to the constitution, which was added to the 



Constitution, in my opinion, for the express purpose of protect- 
ing American citizens against politioal inquisitions such as 1 
consider this Commit tee to be, 

I do not say that in disrespect to any member of this 
Committee but it was my firm belief that that is what this 
Committee is and what it is constituted to be. 

Mr. Doyle. May I ask the witness this question? I notice 
you stated that you would tell the American people about your 
experience within the Communist Party and as editor of the 
paper, the Daily Worker, and I heard you over the Mike Wallace 
interview. In other words, you differentiate between telling 
the American public on a voluntary basis on your part about 
your experiences in the Communist Party and telling this 
Committee, which legally is a creature of the United States 
Congress, which constitutionally represents the American 
people. Is that correct? 

Mr. Gates. You are correct in saying that I would volun- 
tarily tell the American people, but that I will not tell 
your Committee, which I deny is a creature of the American 
people. 

Mr. Doyle. It is a creature of the United States Congress, 
which is a creature of the American people, is it not? 

Hr. Gates f Well, 1 have great respect for the United 
States Congress, but I believe that your Committee, from its 
very existence has transgressed against the best traditions 
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of the United States Congress; 

Mr; Soherer. It is simple. When he tells the American 
public he is not under oath. When be tells this Committee . 
he is under oath. It is apparent. 

Mr. Doyle. May I make one other comment? I think I will 
understand your basis better,, if I may. In other *ords~ 

Mr. Gates. With respect to that interjection by the 
Congressman, I have testified on various occasions under oath 
before Congressional Committees on a voluntary basis, and I 
testified before the Senate Judiciary Committee and. I have 
also testified under oath at various trials, and as a voluntary 
wiiness before the Subversive Activities Control Board. So 
it is false to state that I am not willing tonestify under 
oath. I am willing when I think that the objectives are 
legitimate, which I don't think they are in this case. 

Mr. Soherer. When you testified before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, were you -referring to the Subcommittee on Internal 
Security? 

Mr. Gates. No, It was aSenate Judiciary Committee. I 
don't think it was a Subcommittee. It. was headed by Senator 
Wiley at that time. It was an inquiry into the Mundt-Hi*on 
Bill that was before the McCarran Act. 

Mr, Scherer. 0h 4 well, it didn' t deal with your member- 
ship and activities in the Communist Party. 

f 

Mr. Gates. Oh, it certainly did. 
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Mr. Gates. I was asked many questions concerning that. 

Mr # Doyle. In other words, Mr. Gates, you feel — 

Mr. Gates. It had to do with legislation. 

Mr. Doyle. In other words, you feel that Congress had 
no authority, if I am not in error — you feel that Congress 
had no authority to constitute this Committee to investigate 
the extent or nature of Communist or subversive propaganda or 
activities in the nation for the purpose of Congress better 
knowing how to meet the problem, legislatively. Is that 
correct? 

Mr. Gates. I believe that the powers that were conferred 
upon this Committee when it was originally constituted are 
so broad as to constitute an un-Constitutional invasion of the 
rights of the American people. 

Mr. Soberer. When you testified against the Mundt-Nixon 
Bill,, to which you just referred, you testified on a voluntary 
basis — 

Mr. Gates. Yes. 

Mr. Bcherer. — because you oppoised the Mundt-Nixon Bill. 
That is, you were not under subpoena. You were representing 
the Communist Party 1 s position to the Mundt-Nixon Bill at that 
time, were you not? You were the spokesman of the Communist 
Party at that Sime, were you not? 

Mr. Gates. I represented my own position at that time. 

Mr. Soherer. At the time you were a member of the Communist 
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Party, were you not? 

Mr. Gates. I will not answer that. 

Mr. Scherer. I ask you to direct the witness to answer 
that. He has opened the door. 

Mr. Doyle. Yes. Mr. Gates, I think it is pertinent and 
proper. I direct you to answer Mr. Scherer's question. 

Mr. Gates. 1 refuse to answer it on the grounds I already 
stated, the First and Filth, and any other Amendment to the 
Constitution and Bill of Rights that X can find to strengthen 
my position. I have to defend myself to your incursion 
against my Democratic rights. 

Mr. Tavonner. Mr. Gstoa, 1 put this to you as a matter 
of fact. Isn't it true that your principal reason for not 
being willing to answer questions that this Committee may 
want to ask you is that you still feel that you are so much 
of the Communist Party that you do not want to injure or 
damage the Communist Party by truthful answers to the questions 
that we would propose? 

Mi-. Gates. No. That is entirely false. I have made my 
thinking abundantly clear to the American public in many ways 
and I intend to continue to do so. And 1 think any study of 
what 1 have to say will prove that what you say is altogether 
false. 

Mr. Tavenner. Lot me ask you whether or not — 
Mr. Coherer. Let me ask just a question. 



You said you severed your connection with the Communist 
Party and you said to Mr # Tavenner that the - situation 
implied in his last questions were totally false. 

Let me ask you this: Ave you a Communist < tod ay irrespec- 
tive of membership in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Gates. I am not. 

Mr. Doyle. Well, let me ask you this: To help this 
Committee to understand better the possibilities of construc- 
tively legislating in the field of subversive activities, 
whether it is the Communist Party or whatever it is, can you 
tell us why you left the Communist Party? Wouldn't that help 
Congress to understand the, problem better? You left. You 
were in. You were a leader for years in it, admittedly, pub- 
licly, editor of its paper for years. You announced that you 
left it but I heard you over the Mike Wallaoe program, and 
so forth and I read your articles. You left it. Can you 
help this Committee to effectively study the problem of our 
legislative duties to Congress by telling us why you left? 
(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Doyle. (Continuing) I am not asking that question 
facetiously. 

Mr. Gates. Yes. I realize you are not. 

My own personal opinion is that the best way that '. you 
could help do something about subversive activities, if you 
really are interested in that, which I doubt you are, is to go 
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out of business yourself as a Committee. I think that would 
be the greatest service and the greatest act of patriotism 
that you night possibly bo able to commit on behalf of American 
democracy. I think your Committee has done a great deal of 
damage and I think the sooner you pass out of existence the 
better it is going to be for our country. 

Mr. Doyle. In other words, you are saying to us, "You go 
out of existence, there is no need of you bothering about the 
problem of subversive activities, no need of Congress doing 
anything about the Communist Party, " and yet you, yourself, 



got out of the Communist Party because you couldn't stomach it 
any longer. Isn't that the fact? In other words, there was 



something rotten, so rotten in the Communist Party activities, 
so contrary to what you thought was cricket, that you got out 



Now, you have announced that you are going out into the 
public to broadcast why , you got out and what these was rotten 
in the Communist Party, or at least so rotten and so distaste- 
ful to you that you couldn't stomach it any longer and you 
got out of it. 

Now, that is the position you were in on Mike Wallace's 
show and that is the position you are in this morning and yot 
you tell us thae the rottenness that was in it was nothing 
about which we should worry as Members of the United States 
Congress and this Committee, "to go out of business." You got 



of it. 
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out of it. You got out o£ their rotten business because you 
oouidn*t swallow it any longer. And yet you tell us as a 
Committee of Congress that it is not so rotten tha t we need 
to worry about it. 

That is putting it bluntly and frankly, isn*t it? Maybe 
it is too blunt and too frank, but as a lawyer that is my 
conclusion from your position this morning. 

When I asked you the question I did it was not facetious; 
it was in a sincere effort to find ways, if there were any 
ways, in which you could tell us about the things that we 
should know as man to man and as a legal committee here what, 
we should do, if anything, to meet it. 

It was so full of garbage and junk and rottenness that 
you couldn 9 t stand it any longer and you got out of it. Isn f t 
that the kind of a condition that your Congress should be con* 
earned with? Why do you tell us to get out of business — 

Mr. Gates. Because— 

Mr. Doyle. — when yougpt into business. In other words, 
you got out of it so you could help destroy it, if you are 
sincere, and I am assuming you are, you got out of it so you 
could help destroy it, yet you tell us to get out of business 
and not help to destroy it. What is consistent about your 
position in that regard? 

Mr. Gates. My position is not to destroy the Communist 
Party. That is not why I resigned from it. And I make that 
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very clear in the series of articles that I wrote for the New 
York Post. I consider that the Communist Party has a legal 
right to exist, the same as any other political movement in 
the United States* If there were things rotten in the 
Communist Party there are things even iuore rotten in the 
Democratic and Republican Parties, and if your Committee was 
really concerned about subversive activities it would be try- 
ing to do something about the Ku Klux Klan or the White Citizens 
Council in the United States, which it has never made any attempt 



Mr. Doyle. Yes, we have listed it in our report as a 
subversive outfit* 

Mr. Gates. I never see you questioning any people from 
White Citizens Council or the Ku Klux Klan. They never come 
before your Committee. I see only the people .you bring here 
are the editors of newspapers and leaders of political move« 
ments and the things that you investigate are ideas of people. 
You don't investigate subversive activities. And these ideas 
people have a right to forget anti continue and so on. if they 
are wrong, they ought to be answered. But they should not be 
investigated in this way. The only thing that your Committee 
accomplishes and that it has accomplished over the years, is 
not to put any decent or beneficial legislation on the law books 
of Congress or of this country — your only purpose is to drive 



people out of jobs, your purpose is to drive people to commit 
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suicide, your purpose is to weaken the defense of our country, 
as your Committee has done. 

Mr. Doyle. Is there nothing subversive in the program 
of the Communist Party? Isn't that one of the reasons you 
got out, because you felt there v/as — or not? 

Mr. Gates. That is not the reason why I resigned. It 
was my contention today that the Communist Party is not a 
subversive organization. It does not advocate the forcible 
overthrow of the United States Government. It is not connected 
with espionage. It is not a foreign agent. It is not a con- 
spiracy. It is a political movement which I think is mis- 
guided, which I think is wrong. But it is none of those 
things. 

Mr. Doyle. Does it take orders from Moscow still? 
Mr. Gates.. It does not take orders from Moscow as far as 
I know. 

Mr. Doyle. It did while you were in it, did it? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Doyle. (Continuing) As loug as we are talking back 
and forth, why not lot's be frank about it. 

Mr. Gates. I believe that that again violates my rights, 
but I would say that as I say in the articles that I have 
written and speeches that I make, it was never a matter of the 
Communist Party of the United States taking orders from Moscow. 
That was not the problem. 
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Mr. Scherer. You say it does? 

Mr. Gates. Not how it expresses itself, 

Mr. Soherer. You say, witness, it does not advocate the 
overthrow of the United States Government by force and violence. 
You were oonvicted, were you not, and served time by advocat- 
ing the overthrow of the Government of the United States by 
force and violence? 

Mr. Gates. That is true. So were Sacco and Vanzetti, 
and they were executed, but as all the world knows now they 
were innocent. And I believe I was innocent. And. I believe 
the Communist Party was innocent. 

Mr. Scherer. These recent answers indicate to me clearly 
that he is still a Sommunist and that the reason he refuses 
to answer this Committee, where he is willing to talk to the 
public is that he is now under oath to answer truthfully, and 
I think no purpose is served by continuing any questions for 
this witness. 

Mi'. Doyle. I don't want to interfere with the questions 
counsel may have been thinking of" asking Mr. Gates, but may 
I ask you this, Mr. Gates? 

Mr. Gates. Sure. 

Mr. Boyle. You said that the Communist A'arty in your judg- 
ment is not subversive, In what way do you use that term? 
I am really interested to see if I can understand what you 
have in mind about being subversive. You said it was not 
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subversive. 



Mr. Gates. By subversive I mean an organization that is 
dedicated to the violent overthrow of the institutions of 
.American Democracy. I do not believe that the Communist Party, 
with all the disagreements that I have with it, and they are 
profound, is dedicated to that objective. 

air. Doyle. Is there any area in your judgment, for Congress 
to be concerned about, in the reasons why you left the Comiaun- 
ist Party? 

You say you had profound reasons. Are those reasons, any 
of them, profound enuugh, in your judgment, for Congress to be 
concerned about. 

Mr. Gates. I think they are important for people to be 
concerned with. I do not think that they are questions that 
a Committee such as yours needs to be concerned with. They 
are political reasons and they are in the realmof public dis- 
cission and debate. And not for an investigation of this type. 

By the way, if you are interested in my views, I have a 
copy here of a booklet that I published, consisting of my 
articles in the New York Post and for 25 cents you can secure 
them. 

Mr. Doyle. 1 read all those. 
Mr. Gates. And read my views. 
Mr. Doyle. 1 read them. 

Mr. Gates. Those are my [views and I stand on them. 
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Mr. Doyle. Go ahead, counsel, 

Mr. Tavenner. May I have a conference with the Chairman 
and Mr. Scherer? 

Mr. Saoher. Do you want us to step out? 
Mr. Scherer. No.. 

(Brief conference among Messrs. Doyle, Scherer and 
Tavenner .) 

Mr. Doyle. Are you ready, counsel? 
Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Doyle. You may proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I think I express the senti- 
ment of the Subcommittee in saying that we are disappointed 
with the attitude of the witness, that we believed that in 
the light of his public statements he certainly would discuss 
with us important matters regarding activities of the Communist 
Party. 

IN light of his attitude I suggest that the matter be passed 
over until another definite time, and the Committee as a whole 
be informed of the situation and that we pursue the master 
further. 

Mr. Doyle. Until what date? 
Mr. Tavenner. I would suggest the 8th of May. 
Mi*. Doyle. Then, Mr. Gates- 
Mr. Sacher. Could I ash you before you fix the date, Mr. 
Chairman, I have now the 6th and the 7th, if you could get me 
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on the same clay. 

Mr. Tavenner. I aiu sure it won't oe t&at short. 
Mr. Sacher . . K. 

Mr. Doyle. Then I will continue, Mr. Gates, your subpoena, 
in lull force and effect until lo;00 o'clock, May b, 1953, in 
Room 618 of the Federal Courthouse Building here in New York, 
without further notice. 

Thank you very much. 

Mr. bcherer. Maybe we change Mr. &acher«s other witnesses 
to either the tith or 7th. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is .subject to adjustment. 

Mr. £>acher. 1 am much obligee. Thank you very much. 

Ma-. Loyle. Mr. Tavenner, call jour next witness. 
' Mr. Tavenner. That, concludes, Mr. Chairman, the witnesses 
we have soheduleo on this subject matter. However, while the 
subcommittee is in New fork we desire to interrogate Lewis 
Balamuth. And I suggest, Mr. Chairman, a brie! rocess so 
that Mr. Balamuth can be contacted and present himself to 
this room. 

Mr. Doyle. The iiuocommittee will take a briei recess.) 
Mr. Doyle. The oub commit tee will come to order, please. 
Kaise your right hand, please. 

Do you solemnly swear that you will toll the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing out the truth, so help you God. 
Mr. Balamuth. 1 do. 



i 



A I 238 X%3 3 

TESTIMONY OF LEWIS BALAMUTH 

Mr % Tavenner. Will you state your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Balamuth. Lewis Balamuth. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell it? 

Mr. Balamuth. Balamuth. B-a-l-a-m-u-t~h. 

Mr. Tavenner. Dr. Balamuth, it is the practice of the 
Committee to explain to every witness that he has the right to 
be accompanied by counsel if he desires it. 1 want you to 
understand you have that right if you desire. 

Mr. Balamuth. I hardly .think it is necessary. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Doctor? 

Mr. Balamuth. In New York City in 1905, December 31. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the Committee^ please, briefly, 
that your educational background has been. 

Mr. Balamuth. I went through grammar school in Manhattan, 
high school, Townsend Harris High School and got my under- 
graduate degree at City College. 

Mr. Tavenner. When was that? 

Mr. Balamuth. In 1927, and got my Dodtorate in Physics 
at Columbia University in 1934. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what profession or business have you been 
engaged? 

Mr. Balamuth. In the recent past? 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, from the time, say, from the time 
that you obtained your Doctor 1 s degree. 
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Mr. Balamuth. While I was obtaining my Doctorate, from 
1927 to 1934, I was a teacher of Physios at City College and 
continued in that profession until 1941, when I resigned. 

Mr. Tavenner. And since that time what? 
Mr* Balamuth. Since that time 1 have been continuously engaged 
in industrial researoh, primarily in the field of ultrasonics 
in a number of companies. The first company was named Tech- 
nical Research Laboratories, where I was a Director of Research. 
The second company was the Gussack Machine Products Company of 
Long Island City where I was a Director of Research. 

And then, directly alter the war I went into business with 
an associate and we had a laboratory called the Balco Research 
.Laboratories, after the names Balamuth and Cohen, Cohen being 
my associate. And there of course we were directors and prin- 
cipals of the Research there. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the full name of Mr. Cohen? 

Mr. Balamuth. Morris U. Cohen. 

And then I sold out my half interest in that business to 
Dr. Cohen, I think it was around 1949, and I retired from 
active business and went out to Long Island where I had a 
home and spent several years writing and painting and building 
this home. 

When my money finally ran out I came back: to New York as 
a consultant with Ca^itron Equipment Corporation, where 1 am 
now employed, and I am at present Vice President in charge 
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of research and development. 

Mr. Soberer. What corporation was that? 

Mr. Balamuth. Cavitron. C~a-v-i-t-r-o-rU. Cavitroa 
Equipment Corporation. 

Mr. Scherer. What type of equipment does it manufacture? 

Mr. Balamuth. Ultrasonic equipment. 

Mr. Scherer. What kind of equipment? 

Mr. Balamuth. Ultrasonic. You may have heard of the new 
Ultrasonic dental process that is relatively painless ri That 
is made by this company. I am one of the inventors of that 
process. 

Mr. Scherer. Tell me about that just briefly. 

He is one of the inventors. I think we ought to have it 
on the record* Tell us just briefly. 

Mr. Balamuth, Very briefly, in 1952 there was a Life 
Magazine article on iay invention for cutting very hard mater- 
ial, ultrasonic ally, and a great many dentists were stimulated 
by seeing a block of glass being drilled through with a cork- 
screw t and they began to call us by the hundreds to find out 
if ws could drill teeth. We built a small instrument that 
was tried out at Columbia University, and it was tried first 
on the President of my company, and when he found it was pain- 
less to him he was very excited and we went ahead full steam 
and developed a dental instrument. 

Mr. Scherer . What is the principle of that? 
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Mr. Balamuth. The principle is that the rotation which 
you normally have in a dental burr is here changed Iflto a h/.gh 
frequency reciprocation and this high frequency reciprocation 
takes place 30,000 times a second and the stroke is invisible. 
It is only a few thousandths of an inch and you just flow a 
powder between the drill and tooth and that powder just quietly 
drills a hole in the tooth, and you don't have any noise, sound 
or vibration to feel. 

Mr. Scherer. All right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Thank you. 

Mr. Scherer. He should have the Congressional Medal of 

Honor for that , 

Mr. Tavenner. Doctor, are you now a member of the Communist 

Party? 

Mr. Balamuth. No, sir, I am not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you at any time been a member of the 

Communist Party? 

Mr. Balamuth. Yes, sir, I have been. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the Committee, please, the 
circumstances under which you became a member? 

Mr. Balamuth. I believe it was around 1934 or '35. I 
was invited to attend a club called the Pen and Hammer Club 
that met somewhere in Chelsea, somewhere in the West Side of 
New York in the 20- s, that is, in the block, one of the 20' s. 
I don't recall who invited me to that club, but there I do 
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remember a Mr. 3tfh3jjj£gfieE> Morris atfhfcW'W^ was teaching at 
the College at the same time I was. This olub was organized 
for the purpose o£ studying Marxism, and as I subsequently . 
found out, was really a recruiting center for possible material 
in the educational system, possible personnel, that is, into 
the Communist Party. I was invited after attending this club 
for a short time, to become a member of the Communist Party 
Unit at City College by Morris Scfe-a^e.^ and I did so. 

1 am not exactly sure of the year. It is 1935, I believe, 
or *3Q t probably •35. 

Then I regularly attended the meetings of the Communist 
Party Unit at City College, up until 1941, when I resigned, 
and during that period of time I was engaged In a number of 
activities related to this Communist Party Unit. 

Did you want me to elaborate on those at this point, or 
shall I continue my— 

Mr. Tavenner. Before that I would like to ask you when 

you left the Communist Party. 

Mr. Balamuth. Well,* 1 never sent a formal letter of resig- 
nation to the Communist Party. I never even thought things 
were done that way by them. I would say that the beginning of 

my let's say leaving or losing of interest in the first 

instance in the Communist Party started with the resignation 
from the City College, when I changed my career from that of 
a college teacher to that of an industrial research specialist. 
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As those years went on, after resignation, and up through the 
war years, my attendance at meetings fell off quite rapidly. 
The meetings were no longer regular and there was an attea.pt 
made to hold together the various teachers who had left City 
College . And after about a year or two I didn't attend meet- 
ings, at all. Nevertheless, I had not completely lost my 
sympathy with this ideology 9 which I regard as quite pernicious 
today* 

Then in about 1944, I guess it was, a rather serious event 
took place in my life* I had a coronary thrombosis, which I 
feel today was definitely related to the strain and stress in 
which I had lived in this Communist Party activity, especially 
that aspect of it that led to having to live a lie for a period 
of a number of years. 

This heart attack rendered me in a state of anxiety con- 
cerning my continued existence. I thought if I exerted myself 
too much I would drop dead. This caused me to undertake a 
course of psychoanalysis in order to go to the root of this 
difficulty and of course my physical activity was cut down 
practically to sero. 

This was a kind of Heaven sent opportunity, as it turned 
out, really to take a look at what I had been and what I had 
been doing, and I would say perhaps it was during this period 
that the most complete transformation took place. 

So that by — I can't give you an exact year — I would 



say M5-M6, not only had I regarded myself as being no longer 
a member of the Communist Party, but my very sympathies, my 
very thinking had changed, and I would say that by the time I 
came to the eariyso's, not only had my thinking changed, but 
I had undergone what I would regard as a spiritual regeneration, 
which to me was very important and it represents pretty much 
where my emphasis and my center of gravity resides today. 

That, in brief, is in answer to what seems to be a very 
simple question, namely, when I resigned from the Communist 
Party. 

As you see, it is a transitional thing. 

Mr. Scherer. It is not unusual. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is not a simple question. 

Since the period you indicated you have not been connected 
with Communist Party activities for the reasons that you have 
given? 

Mr. Balamuth. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, let us go back to your early period in 
the Communist Party when you were a teacher at New York City 
College. First of all, what subjects did you teach? 

Mr. Balnmuth. I taught Physics. That meant a number of 
different Physics courses, such as science survey, term 
dynamics, mechanics, engineering dynamics, electricity and 
magnetism, elementary Physios, a wide variety of courses 
such as are offered there by the Department. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Will you pick it up from the time of your 
first membership and tell us to what group of the Communist 
Party you were assigned and what your experience was? 

Mr. Balarauth. Well, as I said, I was recruited as a member 
of the Communist Party Unit at City College. Now, in the siK 
years or ao over which I was a member, there 1 can't give you 
the exact dates, but there was a period during which this Unit 
met as a whole, and there was a period during which it broke 
up into what were called Cells in which there were relatively 
few people in that. There were, of course, many other meetings 
besides these Communist Party Unit or Ceil Unit, which took 
place, incidentally, every week, usually on a Tuesday evening. 
These other meetings, which were also Communist meetings, were 
what were called either caucus meetings or fraction meetings. 
£ fraction, for example, was a group of Communist Party members, 
all of whom wore at the same time members of some non-Communist 
organization, such as a union or an association. We had at 
City College, for example, what was called an anti-Fascist 
association. We also had what was called an instructional 
staff association. And later we had what was called a College 
Teachers' Union, which was a branch of the Teachers Union, 

Local 5, of the J\. i'. of L. 

And I attended fraction meetings and I attended Communist 
Party meetings, and I attended Communist Cell meetings very 
regularly, and in addition, during a period of time I was the 
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editor of a Communist anonymous newspaper publication called 
The Teacher Worker, which was published under the name of the 
Communist Party Unit at City College anonymously and which was 
used as an organ to carry out the primary aims of the Communist 
Party on the City College campus. 

Mr. Scherer. At that time about how many of the teaching 
staff were members of the Communist Party at City College? 

Mr. Balamuth. It varied. At the time when I was recruited 
there were certainly fewer than there were later. It rose 
to a height of about 40 members, I would say. That is my 
recollection. 

Mr. Scherer. Out of a staff of about how many? 
Mr. Balamuth. Well, these 40 members wer* not all teach- 
ers. Some of them were members of the library staff, the 
recorder's office, all members of the college staff, but not 
all doing teaching. 

Mr. Scherer. That is what I meant. 

Mr. Balamuth. The total actual number oi teachers of the 
total staff was I guess of the order of 500. I am not cdrtain 
of that. A reference to the college catalogue will show that. 
We used the college catalogue as our mailing list for the 
publication of the Teacher-Worker. My recollection is we 
sent out 500 copies of this each month, , which would give you 
the number of people. 

Mr. Doyle. Why did the number increase? 
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Mr. Balamuth. Because there was an active campaign on the 
campus to recruit as many as possible into this Communist Party 
and get them into the Communist Party activity. 

Mr. Doyle. Was that campaign done all by the members at 
the college, or did outsiders come in? 

Mr. Balamuth. It was done primarily by the members of the 
Unit on the campus. There were, of course, meetings v/hich 
were called Section Meetings. There was a section of the 
Communist Party which was the next higher organization, so to 
speak. The Communist Party Units in a given area would belong 
to a given section. And most of the time, as I recall, we 
were connected with Section 224, which had its headquarters 
in the Murray Hill or Grammercy Park area, that is, East 
Sid© of New York in the 20 1 s, just opposite of the place 
who© the Pen and Hammer used to be. 

I think for a time we were also connected, or at least 
we got our literature from the Harlem section of the Communist 
Party, which was down, 1 think , on Seventh Avenue, near 
135th Street. I think it was something like that. 

Mr. Doyle # All right. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did this particular group or cell have a 
name? 

Mr. Balamuth. As far as 1 know we just called ourselves 
the Communist Party Unit of City College. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you go by your true name or did you 



.9 § 

have a pseudonym? 1 

Mr. Balamuth. No, I went under an assumed name, the name 
was John Weston. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were members of the student body admitted 
to membership in your particular group of the Communist Party? 

Mr. BaXamuth. Not to my knowledge. I do not know that; 
there were meetings of the Communist Party Unit which I did 
not attend, for example, executive committee meetings of the 
Communist Party unit. These would be the leaders of that 
unit and they may have had — in fact 1 had heard that they 
had representatives oome to see them from, say, the student 
body. But there were no students at the college directly 
members of this unit who met with either the cells or with 
the unit. 

Mr. Scherer. There was a separate Communist Party organiza- 
tion, however, of students on the campus? 

Mr. Balamuth. Definitely. The Young Communists League, 
YCL was on the campus and that was a student organization. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have any knowledge of the strength 
of the organization among students? 

Mr. Balamuth. At thattime I believe it was quite strong 
but I am afraid 1 can't &ve you any exact number of members 
that it had s but the impression was that it was very strong 
on the campus and had led some rather widespread activities 
there, especially in the campaign that was waged by the 
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Communist iwfcy Unit and by the Young Communists League against 
resident Robertson, who was President of the College during 
part of the time i was there. 

Mr. Tavenner. You spoke of the executive committee of the 

Communist Party in your unit. 
Mr. Balamuth. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any time serve on the executive 
committee? 

Mr. Balamuth. X am trying to remember that. I am not 
sure. It may be that as editor of this Teacher-lVorfcer I was 
automatically a member of this committee, but I don«t recall 
having meetings with this committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give us the names of some of those 
who were on the executive committee during the period you 
were there? 

Mr. Balamuth. At various times I know that David Goldway 
was a im.mber of this committee, Morris Shapies — 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me stop you there. In giving these 
names of members of the executive committee I wish you would 
give any other identifying information that you can as to 
whether they were teachers- 
Mr. Balamuth. I see. 

Mr. Tavenner. And where possible the type of activities 
that they specialized in in Communist Party work. 

Mr. Balamuth. There was lHVid Goldv/ay, who was a teacher 
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in, I believe, the English Department at Townsend Harris 
High School. I am not sure that he was in the college English 
Department, There was Morris 8ohappes,who was a member of 
the English Department at City' College, uptown. 

There was Arnold Shukatof. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the name? 

Mr. Balamuth. S-h-u-k-a-t-o-f , I believe. He was a 
member of the English Department uptown. 

There was Louis Lerwan, who was io the Recorder's office. 

There was John Kenneth ilckeley, who was the Recorder at 
City College, and who met with the executive oommlttee for 
some time, so as to keep his Identity from the members of the 
Communist Party Unit there. 

Now, all of these men were not members of this executive 
committee at one time. I think the executive committee 
usually comprised about four or five people. 

1 am thinking of some other names. 

John Bridge, who was in the Classical Language Department, 
was a member of the executive committee, 

Ha to specific activities, Morris Schappes was looked upon 
as a general leader of the unit throughout the whole time 
that I was there. 

I have the recollection that Louis Lerman became Educa- 
tional Director for the Section 24 of the Communist Party 
during the time that I was there. He was interested, in other 
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words, in Communist education. 

I don*t recall any specific activities except in this role 
of being executive committee members for the other people that 
X have mentioned. 

There may have been others whose names escape me for the 

moment . 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, you stated you met in fraction meetings 
with Communist Party representatives from various Communist and 
non-Communist organizations, such as the instructional staff 
association, the Anti-Fascist Association, and I understood you 
to say the Teachers Union, 

Mr. Balamuth. That is right. 

Mr . Tavenner . Were you a member of the Teachers Union? 

Mr. Balamuth. I was a member of the Teachers Union by 
being a member of the College Teachers Union which was a part 
of it. That was the college section of the Teachers Union. 
It was originally part of Local 5 and then it became, as I 
recall, a separate Local of the Teachers Union, 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. I assume that all of the teachers at 
the college were members of the Teachers Union. 
Mr. Balamuth. Oh, no. 
Mr. Tavenner. No? 

Mr. Balamuth. No, The Instructional Staff Association 
was the first organization that I am aware of on the campus 
that took up the economic issues of tenure and salary ranges 
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and tutors and so on and this was the basis for th© growth of 
its membership. And this organization became a kind of a 
center. The Communist Party Unit used it, certainly, as a 
center to help to form and make strong the college teachers' 
union of the Teachers Union; that is, the people who became 
members of the College Teachers Union, I am quite certain 
oame originally from the ISA as we called it, the Instructional 

Staff Association. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, as a member of the Teachers Union and 

as a membor of the Communist Party, you were in a position 

to observe the aotlvites of the Communist Party within that 

union, were you not? 

Mr. Balamuth. I was in part. 

Mr. Tavenner. I wish you would describe your present 
recollection of Communist Party activities within that group. 

Mr. Balamuth. Well, wedid have a kind of fraction which 
was called th© caucusfor democratic control. I don«t recall 
whether this was a caucus of the Teachers Unioa or of the 
instructional Staff Association, but it was dedicated to the 
same purpose, namely, of arguing and discussing and laying 
down in advance the actual tactics to be followed on the 
floor of a regular membership meetiag oX one of these 
organisational meetings, so as to carry out the policies 
that th© Communist Party units had agreed upon should be the 
policies, let's say, the Unioa or the instructional Staff 
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58 Association should follow, 

I mention both of these organizations, because this was a 
continuous policy that didn't change during my membership. 

This almost infinitely — I don't know how to put it — 
time-consuming,, many, many hours of discussion that were held 
in the Communist Party itself prior to the actual membership 
meeting. Sometimes these things were rehearsed almost down 
to the very words that would be said by one person and the 
action that another person would take. 

This also extended, as I say, to the Anti-Fascist Associa- 
tion, which was also an organization on the college campus. 

Mr. Tavenner. What measure of success did the Communist 
Party have in controlling the activities of those organizations 
through these caucus meetings of Communist Party members. 

Mr. Balamuth. Well, I would say that there the Communist 
Party Unit found in the beginning many enemies in the Instruc- 
tional Staff Association, men on the staff whose primary inter- 
est was in these questions of tenure and other inequities 
that they would like to see resolved, but that as time went 
on the strength of the Communist Party Unit grew and its 
influence over the organization grew. And as the College 
Teacher section of the union grew I would say there that 
the Communist Party controlled and influence' was even greater, 

as a result of its activities, as a result of its persistence in, 

i 

well, in elections as well as floor policies. I don't remember 
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how many members of the executive board of the unit were members 
of the Communist Party, but I am quite sure we had a number of 
such. 

Mr. Tavenner. Win you describe a little more in detail 
the activities in the Teachers Union which were engaged in 
in response to Communist Party iafluence or action? 

Mr. Balamuth. Well, they belonged, and they generally 
divided into two general classes. There were those activities 
which had to do with the immediate affairs of the union which 
had to be carried on by the activities of various committees 
and members of the Communist Party Units of the various colleges 
were encouraged and, well, even more than encouraged, I would 
say, to become active members of such committees. This was 
sort of what was called rank and file work. 

That was one class of work called Jimmy Higgins work — 
I think was the word that was used. 

Then there was another class of work which had to do 
with broader policies relating to the national welfare of the 
country, had to do with general questions. 

M that time, in those days, there questions of Fascism 
and Communism and so on, and there was an outside organisation 
called the American League against War and Fascism, which was 
looked upon very sympathetically by the Communist Party. And 
such issues as would be raised by the American League against 
War and Fascism, for ex amp le, J would be brought in by Communist 
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Party members of the union and brought up on the floor as 
issues in the form of resolutions, to be passed by the union. 

This would also include such things as marching in a May 
Day parade in celebration of the Communist Sevolution, and it 
would also include demonstrations of various kinds. Although 
I went to one demonstration that I remember, i don*t recall 
whether this was something that was endorsed by the Teachers 
Union or whether this arose from a Communist Party directive, 
coming directly to the Unit, the Communist Party in tbe City 
College, but I do recall marching in May Day parades, for 
example, as a member of the Teachers Union. 

Mr. Tavenner. During that period there were many Communist 
Party rallies held in New YorU City? 

Mr. Balamuth. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were the members of the Teachers Union urged 
to attend those rallies? 

Mr. Balamuth. Generally this was not made a matter for 
floor discussion and action by the union but the members of 
the Communist Party in the union would bend every effort to . 
get as many people as possible to come to such rallies. 

As a matter of fact, in the Communist Party Cells, we would 
be assigned quotas: "Will you try to get two, or will you 
try to get five," and so on, that sort of thing. Then of 
course this was used as a basis. Such people who were willing 
to come to such meetings and expose to whatever the speeches 
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and so on were at such rallies, would then be further worked on 

i 

by the Communist Party unit members to become members of the 

1 

Communist Party at the College . This was one of the methods 
used for recruiting members. 

Mr. Tavenner. How successful was the Communist Party in 
obtaining its own members as appointees to the executive com- 
mittee of the Teachers Union? 

Mr. Balamuth. Well, that, unfortunately, I don f t think I 
can tell you too much about, because I didn't have too much to 
do with that area. Being the editor of this Teacher -Worker 
was a time-consuming matter and I also through the influence 
of the Communist Party Unit there became the Faculty Advisor 
to the Frederick Douglas Club on the campus. I became the 
President of the evening sessions Instructional Staff Associa- 
tion, and I had quite a quota of activities; and I was also 
on the executive committee of the Anti-Fascist Association. 

As a result, I wasn't as active as some others were in 
the College Teachers Union itself, although I was a rank and 
file member and did my share of the so-called Jimmy Higgins 
work there. 

But it is my definite recollection that the Communist Party 
had strong influence on that executive committee and of course 
we would all join in the election campaigns, which would mean 
by word of mouth or by waiting articles for Teachers Union 
publications we would support in every way the candidacy of 
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those people that we knew to be members either of our own unit 
or members that we were told were members of other Communist 
^arty Units of the other colleges. 

Of course, this union involved all of the colleges in the 
Now York area, including the private colleges, as X recall it. 
It involved Columbia University, N* Y. U., as well as the City 
Colleges „ 

Mr. Toveaner. Then, as a member of that union you came in 
contact with Communist Party members from colleges other than 
the City College of New York? 

to. Balamuth. Undoubtedly, although I didn't always know 
whether they were members, except by hearsay. In fact, on 
occasion we had enlarged fraction meetings, all of the members 
of all of the Communist A>arty Units of all of the colleges 
%vould meet in one hall. I remember one such meeting on the 
Lower East Side, which was called for the purpose of discussing 
some broad policy of some importance at that time, I am sure, 
which I have completely forgotten about, but it was a large 
meeting, much, much larger than the meeting of the Communist 
Party of which I was a member, and I saw many faces there, 
although I can't recall them in detail now. They certainly 
at that time were familiar faces of people in the Union jj^U^ 
they were all members of the Communist A>arty. 

to. Tavenner. Would you tell us, please, the names of any 
of the persons that you can recall who were members of your 
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Communist Party and who were aotive in th© Teachers Union? 

Mr. Balamuth. Aotive in which sense? 

Ifip. Tavenner. Aotive in any of the work of the. Union. 

Mr. Balamuth. I say that only because it was pretty much 
of a general rule that every member of the Communist Party 
Unit who was a member of the Union was to be as active as he 
could possibly be in that union. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Balamuth. So that practically every member of the unit 
was active in one way or another. 

I mentioned the various classes of activities. Naturally, 
some were much more active, played the role of a certain kind 
of leadership, not only in the fraction meetings but in the 
union meetings. Some were floor speakers. For example, a 
man like Seymour Copstein would apeak on the floor of these 
meetings, Morris Schappes, Jack Friedman — these are various 
men whom I remember — Kenneth Ackeley, David Goldway — in 
fact the people whose names were mentioned as members of the 
executive committee, you would often find on the floor at 
these various meetings, because they played a role of active 
leadership, and the members of the unit would follow their 
lead on votes and matters of that sort that would be drawn up. 
I mentioned Arnold Shukatof before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are there any other persons that you can 
recall who were members of your unit of the Communist Party 




and were members of the Teachers Union? 

Mr. Balamuth. Yes, sir. There were a number. There was 
Iven Hur linger. There was Lester Winter. There was Itoyd 
Motz. 

Do you want me to identify where they were in the college, 
where I remember? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. I think it would be well to do that. 
Give all the identifying information as you can. 

Mr. Balamuth. Iven Hur linger was a Physics Teacher in 
Townsend Harris High School. 1 

Lester Winter was an English teacher in Townsend Harris 
High School, a member of the Communist Party Unit of City 
College. 

Lloyd Motz was a Physics Teacher in the Physics Department 
in which I taught. 

There was Philip foner and Jack Fonar, twins, who were 
teaching in the History Department. 

There was William Canning in the History Department. 

There was Theodore Oeiger .in the History Department. 

There was Morris- 
Mr. Tavenner. 0£f the record a moment. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Tavenner. May we have a break for a few minutes right 
here? 

Mr. Doyle. Sure. 
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(Brief recess.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I interrupted you. You were giving us the 
names of your group of the Communist Party who were identified 
with the Teachers Union. 

Mr., Balamuth. Yes. There was John Kenneth Aokeley, who 
was the Recorder at the College. 

There was Jack Friedman, who resigned from the College, 
incidentally, and became a professional revolutionary, as he 
was called. 

His name was Green. He became an organizer of the shoe 
workers up in Lynn, Massachusetts and subsequently went to 
Texas where he was in the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know what first name he used when 
assuming the name of Green? 

Mr. Balamuth. I always thought it was Jack, still Jack 

Green. But I am not certain. 

Then there was Louis Lerman, who was, I believe, either 
in the Recorder's Office or in the School- of Education. 

There was Max Hutt, who taught in the School of Education. 

There was Nelle Lederman, who was in the School of Educa- 
tion. C 

There was Hillard Wolfson in the School of Education. 

Mr.. Tavenner. Do you know whether he is now living? 

Mr. Balamuth. He is deceased. And there was his 
wife, Gertrude Wolfson . 
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55 There was Samuel Margulies. 

Mr. Tavenner. Spell that. 

Mr. Balamuth. M-a-.r-g-u-1-i..e-s , I think it is, but I am 
not sure. Samuel Margulies. He was in the library, and David 
Cohen was in the library. 

And then there was Morris U. Cohen, who was a teacher in 
the Chemistry Department. There was Sidney Eisenberger in 
the Chemistry Department. There was Alexander Lehrman in the 
Chemistry Department. 

There was John Bridge of the Classical Languages Department. 

There was Saul Bernstein of the Biology Department. . 

There was Maxwell Weisman of the Biology Department. 

There was Abraham Goodhartz. I don»t remember his depart- ■ 
ment. 

Then there was a young lady whose name escapes me for the » 
moment . / 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you mention Samuel Bernstein in that 
category? 

Mr. Balamuth. i mentioned iSaul Bernstein who was in the 
Biology Department at City College. 

Mr. Soherer. He was or is? 

Mr. Balamuth. As far as I know he was. 

1 don' t know that any of these individuals are still at 
the college. 

Oh, yes, there is Richard Austin. I certainly remember his 
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nam©. fteVas In the Recorder's Office?, and his "brother, Warren 
Austin, who was in the English Department, and until recently 
was a Professor in the English Department at City College, Jus^ 
recently, I believe ^.discharged. 

Mr. TavGDnor. Have you mentioned Lester Winter? 

Mr. Balamuth. I believe I did mention him„ He was in 
the English Department at Townsend Harris. 

And there was Willing Canning. 

I 
i 

Some of these names I mentioned earlier in one capacity 



and Wfc iAu^i'BjB^'S^i reading §t^«« 
1 remember were certainly members of the College Teachers 
Union as long as they were eligible. As long as they remained 
eligible they remained members. * 

There was James Healy of the Public Speaking Department. 

There was David Goldway, if I didn't mention his name, of 
the English Department. 

Mr. Scherer. Have you ever given this information to the 
Federal bureau of Investigation? 

Mr, Balamuth. Yes, sir, I have. \ 

May I speak off the record for just a moment? 

Mi*. Doyle. Sure. 
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(Discussion off the record 9 ) v 
Mr. Balamuth . I meatioaed Lloyd tiotz as being a member 
of the Teachers Union. f \ 

Arthur Brauaiich, of the t Englij»fc i Mpartmeat p v;as an 



active member, was one of the leaders and was also on the 
Executive Committee. Now that I recall his name it was at 
his home that we usually mailed out the Teacher-Worker to 
the college staff. 

There was David Nathan of the Mathematics Department, now 
deceased. 

Mr. Scherer. May I interrupt again? Was your testimony 
before the Senate Internal Seourlty given in executive oom- 
mittee? 

Mr. Balamuth. Yes, sir, in executive committee. 
Mr. Scherer, Executive session. 

Mr. Balamuth. That is right, and part of it was released, 
I believe and published at a public session. 

Mr. Tavenuer. Now, these persons that you have idkentified 
were all members of your unit of the Communist Party, is that 
correct? 

Mr. Balamuth. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you hold your meetings? 

Mr. Balamuth. We held our meetings generally in private 
homes except when we would have a meeting at Section Head- 
quarters, which I mentioned was in the Grammercy Park area — 
there we would have meetings occasionally but the. regular 
weekly meetings were held in the homes of the various members. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, you have told us in detail about the 
work of the Communist Party Members in other organizations. 
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I wish you would tell the Committee more about the principal 
objectives of the Communist Party in organizing units of 
teachers. What is it that the Communist M ~Party was trying to 
do and what did they do? 

Mr. Balamuth. Well, as I understood it at that time, 
the primary immediate objective was to organize a strong 
union on the campuses which would dominate the economic policy 
of the colleges and so far as tenure, wages, democratization, 
as it was called, of the varous departments, that is, election 
of department heads instead of having the department heads 
appointed, and then there was the wider purpose of convincing 
in every way possible through vote, exhortation from the floors 
of the meetings, through publications, getting articles in the 
various accredited journals of these unions and so on, of the 
international policies of the Communist Party, as expressed 
through Communist Party literature which we regularly received 
at the Communist Party Unit meetings. 

We were urged at these meetings to buy this literature, 
which was obtained from the Section Headquarters and this in- 
cluded publications — 1 remember one publication called the 
Communist International, I think it was, which was a monthly 
organ. 

Mr. Soberer. What was the objective in so far as the 
student body of the college was concerned? 

Mr. Balamuth. So far as the teachers were concerned, the 
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YCL had its own objectives, I am sure, that were Communist 
tarty objectives. I am not so familiar with those. So far 
as the teachers were concerned, we were influenced to in every 
way possible inject the ideology of Communism and Marnism in 
the minds of the students in our classes. 

flr. Soberer. We havelistened to testimony in various 
cities in the United States, particularly Detroit ; Buffalo, 
Gary, Indiana and Chicago, about colonization of industry by 
young intellectuals and it so happened that most of the young 
people who participated in the colonization of industry in 
these industrial areas came from the City College of Hew York. 

Was there any discussion during the time you were there 
about this program of colonization? 

Mr. Balamuth. 1 never heard of such a program. 
Mr. Scherer. Do you understand what I mean by colonization 
of industry, where young graduate students, sometimes not grad- 
uates, would leave, say the w ity of New York, and go to the 
Buffalo industrial area and there misrepresent their educa- 
tional qualifications to certain industries, not upgrade them, 
but actually downgrade their educational backgrounds in order 
to obtain positions on the assembly line in order to be in a 
better position to indoctrinate those on the assembly line with 
them? 

Mr. Balamuth. Well, I knew only of the general polioy. 
There were two policies. One was - I don't remember the exact 
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word — the best word that come to my mind was infiltration 
from below and the other was, well, infiltration from above. 
One tactic whioh was a definite Communist tactic would bo 
consistent with this policy of colonization, as you oall it, 
but I am not aware — I mean of such a specifio colonization 
policy that I was exposed to while I was a member of the 
Communist Party Unit in the City College. But there was this 
general directive of, well, working from below. 

This was exhibited, for example, by, our rank and file work 
in, say, the Teachers Union, where we attempted to gain control 
from below. At the same time we did everything possible to get 
our Communist Party members in positions of leaders!^ ±u 
the Union so as to dominate from above. * 

Mr. Soberer. The only reason I mention that at this time 
is testimony to which I have listened, at least as a member of 
this Committee, on the subject of colonization, as I t 0V e des- 
cribed^ to you, indicated that I suppose over 60 percent or 
-ore of those that participated in that kind of Communist Party 
activity oame from the City College of New York. 
Mr. Doyle. May I ask a Question? 

Did you as editor of that paper that you have related ever 
copy in whole or in part any Communist articles from the Commun. 
ist publications? 

Mr. Balamuth. l am sure we did. 

Mr. Doyle. ii nd put them right ^ yQur pgpQr? 
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Mr. Balamuth. I am sure we did, yes, sir. I <oan*t recall 
a specific instance. 

Mr. Doyle. It even went that far, did it? 
Mr. Balamuth. . Oh, yes. 

Mr. Doyle. I think I heard you say a minute ago that they 
tried to get the teaching staff to, did I understand you to 
say. Interpret Marxism in your classrooms? 

Mr. Balamuth. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyle. Wasn't there resistance by you and other men 
as to that kind of dictation, that you teach what the Communists 
wanted you to teach instead of what you had been trained to 
teaoh? 

Mr. Balamuth. Well, that is a difficult question, espec- 
ially for myself as a Physcist because there is a part of this 
Marxism, this so-called dialectical materialism, on which a 
lot has been written, which relates to purely scientific ques- 
tions, having nothing to do with political and economic matters 
but which nevertheless are Marxist in character. 

A great deal of this philosophy, shall I call it, came 
from such a source as the philosopher Hegel, who was an 
idealist philosopher and developed the philosophy of dialectics; 
and Engels came along as a Gommunist and turned this upside 
down and adopted, jaany oi the useful purposes of Hegel. As X 
say, he turned it upside down and adopted it to a materialist 
Philosophy. Well, speaking for myself. I was very much in- 
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f luenced by this philosophy at that time. I believed it was 
a powerful philosophy, i believed it was a useful tool. So 
it wasn't difficult to influence me to try and teach these 
principles to the students. 

I can give you one example, if I might, just to show you 
what I am talking about there. 

One of the principles of dialectical materialism is that ' 
simple quantitative additions in a given situation can produce 
a qualitative change. it was called quantity into quality, 
to use a very brief phrase. An example often given is you 
take water on a stove and you apply haat to it and a small 
quantity of heat to the water produces no apparent change in 
the water; it just gets hotter; but at a certain point bubbles 
of vapor begin to form inside the water and you get the process 
known as boiling, and you have a quantitative change into 
steam at that point. And this, *you see, was not a difficult 
thing to teach. 

Now, I would like the Committee to note, though, that this 
seems very inocuous, but as I look back I don't think it is 
so inocuous, because it was very easy for me to teach these 
ideas to these students and theywould accept them. But you 
see when you bring this over into the economic and into the 
political sphere, if the ideologic basis is laid, it is not 
too hard to make one see that we have quantitative additions 
like a little strike here and a little activity somewhere 
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else, an organization of this organization 9 and so forth, and 
all these quantative additions can then lead in Communist 
theory to the qualitative change of the overthrow of our 
society and an establishment of a proletarian dictatorship. 

Mr, Scherer. That is the first time I heard that aud 
that is a good explanation. 

Mr, Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Doyle \ Is it your idea that other instructors on the 
staff also were influenced by the Marxist doctrine, say, the 
Communist policy to teach in their classes also? 

Mr. Balarauth. You are talking about other members of the 
unit no*?? 

Mr. Doyle. Yes. 

Mr. Balaamth. 0h f yes. 

Mr. Doyle. To definitely teach because of the Communist 
influence? 

Mr. Balamuth. You are talking about non-Communis$ teach- 
ers now being influenced? 

Mr. Doyle. That is right. 

Mr. Balamuth. It is very difficult to assess that be- 
cause we don't watch in the classrooms but I would say that 
we had an important influence in that respect because, wel?^ 
our points of view were respected generally. Generally the 
people who were members of the Communist Party unit, and this 
is part of Communisjt policy in itself, did everything possible 
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to be good teachers, to maintain a good record, as far as 
their exposed activities on the campus were concerned. They 
were to he as- respected members of the staff as they could . 
be, because in this way they could have the greatest influence. 

Mr. Doyle. Then you have answered as to the influence 
of Communist teachers upon the teaching policies of non- 
Communist teachers. You stated that you Communist teachers 
naturally influenced them because they wanted to be the best 
teachers possible and I presume they recognized the brains of 
some of you men that were Communists. 

Now, do I understand then that it was your testimony to the 
point that every Communist teacher that you knew at the City 
College was expected to teach the Communist philosophy through 
their teaching as far as they could? 

Mr. Balamuth. Definitely. He was expected to try to the 
best of his ability and, in fact, many of our Cell meetings 
were devoted specifically to discussions of how we would 
teach this material in the classes. For example, there would 
be special meetings, gotten together or all men teaching in 
the sciences, say, biology,, mathematics, physics, chemistry, 
and we would just baeft around these iaeas and to see, compare 
notes r,&s to how we were getting these ideas across in the 
classes t 

Mr, Doyle. -And were #ou supposed to get those ideas across 
in the classes without revealing that you were Communists? 
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Mr. Balamuth. Yes, sir, that is right. We were. 
Air. Doyle. Were you supposed to reveal that they were 
Marxist in their hackpvouad? 

Mr.. Balamuti Well, as 1 recall, there was no objection 
to revealing that they were Marxist except in so .tar as it 
would lead to the exposure of the individual as a possible 
member of the Communist Party, iio that it became a rather 
delicate question as to whether such principles when taught 
la the classrooms should be called Marxist or not. 

Mr. Doyle. Did you ever have an occasion occur whore you 
realized that ono or more of your own classroom students 
recognized your teachings as Communist? 

Mr. Balamuth. ftell, again, sir, in my case it is a dif- 
ficult case to tahe because X was teaching physics and natur- 
ally because this impression was not conveyed to my students 
it was possible to get at the time ol the ttapp-Coudert investi- 
gation that most of my classes spontaneously signed petitions 
to the effect that J never injected any Communist ideas in 
sty teaching in the classroom. 
Mr. Doyle. 1 see. 

To your knowledge did any of the students in any of the 
other classes as reported to you by other Communist teachers 
recognize that their teachers in other subjects were teaching 
Communism in whole or in part? 

Mr. Balamuth. 1 am sure that 1 recall that there were 
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instructors who more or less bragged about their ability to 
bring this information out. 
isr. Doyle, I seo. 

Mr. Balamuth. You see, in other subjects, in English 
Literature and things of that kind, it was a much different 
probler. 1 am always certain that those members of the YCL 
who were members of my classes must have recognized what I was 
doing when X was doing it. 

Ur. Doyle. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Tavennor. Doctor, in the discussions that you referred 
to in Communist. Party Cells of- ways by which the students could 
be indoctrinated while conducting the classes, can you recall 
any special incident of methods to be used? 

Mr. Balamuth. No, sir, except by' way of the example 
that 1 have already given, that is to say, we would take 
iostancea of what wo actually did in the classroom, report 
it to the group, the group would then discuss it, and a 
man would then be urged to adopt a technique that looked 
successful to the group. 

Mr. Tavennor. Did your discussions in Communist Party 
votings go so far as to include issues of any kind in which 
the Coruiiuuist. *'nrty was interested at the moment? 

Mr. Bnlar*ut5. , I» the Communist .forty Cell- meetings 
definitely we — 

sing on to 

Mr. Tavenner. But 1 mean for purposes of pas 
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students in your classes, such as attitudes toward the Negro 
question, for instance. 

to. Scherer. That might have been done in another class, 

might it not have? 

to. Balamuth. As I say, certainly in my courses that 
wouldn't arise, hut in other classes, yes, especially as I 
say in a place like the English Department, where there were 
quite a number of members of the Communist Party unit, the 
choice of reading material could be to a certain extent 
determined by the teacher, and it became possible there. 
Of course, as to the attitude to the Negro students, I men- 
tioned before that I was directly, as a result of my being a 
member of the Communist Party unit, advised at a time when a 
faculty advisor was resigning, as faculty advisor of the 
Frederick Douglas Society at City College — 1 was advised 
to arrange to volunteer for this job, which was very remote 
from any desire of mine at the time. And I did become the 
faculty advisor for a number of years for the Frederick Douglas 
Society at City College and became quite interested in the 
problems of the Negro students there. 

.find there were several campaigns on the City College 
campus directly revolving around this question. For example, 
there was a Negro student who mistakenly or otherwise had 
been pledged to a fraternity that had not ever had any 
Negro students as members and when he presented himself at 



the fraternity he was rebuffed. The Communist Party unit 
immediately went into action to make this a cause oelebre, 
and^ not only published it in the Teacher-Worker but also 
stimulated the YCL to publish it in the Campus, which was the 
local City College student newspaper, and this became quite a 
case for a while. 

Another incident where on© of the members of the Communist 
Party unit took directly the lead was the Film and Sprocket 
Club down at 23rd Street that was planning to show the Birth 
of a Nation, a movie; and Morris Schappes took the . lead in 
that incident, as I remember, and arranged through me to have 
the Douglas Society invite him or have the Film and Sprocket 
Society and the Douglas Society invite him to^speak on the 
history of the showing of the Birth of a Nation in the south 
before the showing of the picture, on the basis that showing 
this was a discrimination against the Negro, and so on and 
so forth. 

So these are by way of examples that may be responsive to 
your question. 

Mr, Tavenner, Now, when you became the Faculty Advisor 
at the encouragement of your Communist Party Cell of the 
Frederick Douglas Club, did your cell continue to direct or 
to influence you in any way in the performance of your duties 
as Faculty Advisor? 

Mr. Balamuth. They wanted regular reports from me at the 
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cell meetings as to how things were going and to advise me as 
to how I might conduct myself and so on, and gave me every 
encouragement to advise these boys in such a way as to bring 
to a head the various issues of discrimination that might 
exist on the campus, 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, can you give us at this time any 
further information regarding the activities of the Communist 
Party cells at their meetings? ■ 

Mr. Balarnuth. Each cell meeting would have an agenda, 
there would be a report from an executive committee member, 
containing general instructions, meetings to go to, issues 
of importance, books that should be purchased, funds that 
should be contributed to, such as the Daily Worker fund or 
the New Masses fund. Then there would be a discussion gener- 
ally by one of the members of the cell on some general Com- 
munist question of importance, whether it would be something 
to do with the Soviet Union, whether it would oe something to 
do with strategy and tactics of the operations of mea working 
in unions, or what have you — some topic would be discussed , 
And then there would be a payment of dues, regular dues pay- 
ment, which 1 believe took piace once a month rather than at 
every meeting. And then there would be the literature agent 
of the cell who would display the literature to be purchased, 
and people would be urged first to buy liter&ure that was 
there apd, secondly, to place orders for literature which was 




276 



not there, and, secondly, to place orders for literature which 
was not there. And then specific activities in the various 
organizations would be discussed and the members would ¥e 
urged to bring up questions that they might have to help them 
in their regular Communist activities between meetings. 

This would be the agenda and the activity of a typical 
cell meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, you spoke of the Rapp-Coudert investi- 
gation. What over-all effect did it have upon Communist Party 
activities at City College? 

Mr. Balamuth. It had the effect, to my best knowledge, 
of eliminating many of the Communist Party members who were 
in the unit at City College. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did it accomplish that? 

Mr. Balamuth. It accomplished that by public hearings 
and private hearings whereby it obtained information from 
individuals who had been members of the Communist Party unit 
and who had left, and who were willing to give the information 
which they had. This became the basis for charges against 
the various people who were named by more than one witness; 
became the occasion for trials and in consequence of the actions 
of these trials people were dismissed or a number of people, 
including myself, resigned before trials ever came to fruition. 
I believe this was the primary technique. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell us please just what effect 
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that Investigation or that hearing had upon the members them- 
selves? What did they do when they heatfd that this investiga- 
tion was under way? 

Mr e Balamuth. i remember that time very well,, It was a 
time of great panic and trial and tribulation as far as the 
members of the various cells were concerned. There were 
hurried meeting© of the executive commit te and there were 
discussions as to how to stiffen the spines of the various 
members and the central question was the question of carrying 
on the lie of not exposing one's self as a member of the 
Communist Party on the campus* This question was discussed, 
as I recall it, at some length, and it was decided that we 
would lie and brand the fellow who was telling the truth as 
the liar. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is when called as a witness and 
sworn? 

Mr. Balamuth. When called as a witness and s\vorn, and I 
recall that several of us, it just happens that 1 was the 
person at that time, who was opposed to this policy of lying, 
and I didn't see that it would serve any useful purpose. But 
shall I say, I was a sufficiently good Communist at that 
time so that I was willing to subject myself to what was 
called Communist discipline and when this decision was taken 
1 followed that excision. 

Mr. Doyle. What year whs that? 

f 
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Mr. Balamuth. That was in 1041. I would like to say at 
this time that this perhaps was the one item that stood out 
above everything else that caused me more suffering and pain 
and which I believe was very instrumental in leading to my 
heart attack in later years, in fact, some three years later. 
This business of living a lie was ~ well, I can hardly say. 
It became an impossible and intolerable thing. I don't know 
how long it would have taken me to come before the Internal 
Security Committee. But I must say it was a very important 
point in my life when I received the subpoena in 195? to go 
down there, which 1 did. This, so to speak, focused the issue 
very, very clearly, since I was far, far from Communist 
ideology in 1953. The one thing that remained, you see, was 
this lie that I had been living, and I can only say it was 
a great relief to me to be called before the Internal Security 
Committee. 

Mr. Doyle. How did they happen to subpoena you? 

Mr. Balamuth. /it the Rapp-Coudert Committee? 

Mr. Doyle. No, the Senate luternal Security Committee. 

Mr. Balamuth. fc 0 w did the Senate Internal Security Com- 
mittee— I don't know. I believe it was a routine matter of 
subpoenaing me along with many other people who had been named 
by Mr.c anning and others in the Rapp-Coudert investigation. 
Jind since I didn't even know just exactly what I was going to 
do when 1 got there, I think he Committee was perhaps just as 
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surprised as I was to find that I was a cooperative witness 
in the sens© that I was literally relieved at the opportunity 
to be able to tell the truth under oath. 

Mr. Doyle. May 1 inquire there? Were there any members 
of your Communist Party unit who in 1941 or any other time, 
to your knowledge, refused to lie and in preference got out of 
the Communist Party or were disciplined because they refused 
to lie? Was there a single one who refused to follow the *"* 
Communist Party discipline in your unit and therefore refused 
to lie? Was there one? 

Mr. Balamuth. I think there was one girl, it was the 
nam© of this young girl, Annette Sherman. 

Mr, Doyle. I have one more question — 
Mr. Balamuth. William Canning, too. i mentioned him 
before, but he was not a member of the Communist Party unit 
at the time that he gave his testimony. He had left the 
college if Iremember correctly, at that time...-' 

Mr. Doyle. May I revert to the former question; along 
the same line, in which I interrogated you briefly. 

itai 1 in error? In other words, you, and as far as you 
know, and the other Communist members of your unit, at the 
same time felt under a compulsion in the classroom because 
you were Communists, to teach whatever the Communist Party 
told you in preference to your fulfilling your freedom of 
teaching, freedom of action? 
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85 Mr. Balamuth. That is substantially correct and as a 

matter of fact, this extended not only to the classroom but 
it extended to the faculty lunchroom* In the faculty lunch- 
room, we would meet with other teachers. 

Mr. Doyle. What was there at that time in the Communist 
Party control that made you willing to abandon your — 

Mr. Scherer. Academic freedom? 

Mi*. Balamuth. What? 

Mr. Soberer . Academic freedom. 

Mr. Doyle.. That is right — abandon your academic 
freedom, your freedom of thinking and be williqgto accept the 
discipline of the Communist Party in telling you what to teach 
and how to teach . 

Mr. Balamuth. Of course, X canU speak for the others. 
1 can certainly speak for myself, and in my case It was con- 
viction of the correctness of my position. 1 believed in 
the principle of the Communist Party and therefore I was 
able to in so far as they related to science, teachthese 
principles in my class with conviction because I believed in 
them at that time. ^ 

Mr.., Doyle. All right. Thank you. In that connection, 
what is your opinion as to the advisability of permitting a 
member of the Communist Party who is under the discipline 
of the Communist Party to teach young people? 

Mr. Balamuth. I am glad you asked that. I was going 
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to get right into that. 

Mi'. Balamuth. I can only say I certainly would not 
want such an individual teaching my two youngsters today and 
1 dou*t think it would serve the interests of our country at 
this time, 

Mr. Doyle. Why? You were a patriotic citizen, weren«t 

you? 

Mr. Balamuth. At that time- 
to. Doyle. Why wouldn't you want your own children to 

be under the same mental approach towards our nation that you 

were under in the classroom? Why? What was there about it 

that is dangerous if anything? 

Mr. Balamuth. Well, this is a rather long question, I 

think, to answer, it is a very important one, 
Mr. Doyle. It is basic. 

Mr. Balamuth. It is a very basic question. The key to 
it ~- oi 5 course this is only naturally a personal opinion as 
Xar as I am concerned. 

to. Doyle. You have had the experience. We haven't. 

to. Balamuth. It can't be anything else. -And as I 
referred Just a little bit ago, I referred to the transition 
through which I went in my own feeling. 

\ 

to. Doyle. That is right. 

to. Balamuth. I would say that when I was in the 
Communist Party I reached an Intellectual conviction but also 
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at the same time without being aware of it, reached a spiritual 
degeneracy or a spiritual bankruptcy of which I was unaware 
and this in my oase was because being a scientist I was pretty 
well drawn into this orbit of science being almost a substi- 
tute, let's say, for God. It became a kind of religion, so 
in a certain sense dialeotical materialism and then Communist 
philosophy became my religion during that period of time. 

And it is a religion or a belief which, as far 1 was able 
to observe, believed that the so-called ends justify the means, 
so if those means involve perjury, if those means involve any 
other abandonment of vnlues that a person of integrity might 
value, if he is a Communist and believes in these principles 
he abandons them. 

Mr. Soherer. V/e had Dr., Schwartz testify before this 
Committee that even if these means mean murder they are 
justified. 

Mr. Balamuth. I never contemplated such means. 
Mr. Soherer. I was just saying. 
Mr. Balamuth. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Doyle. May I ask one more question along that same 
line. Then I won't interrupt. 

Mr. Tavenner. 1 don«t believe he is quite finished. 

Mr. Doyle. Oh, I beg your pardon. 

Mr. Balamuth. I was trying to say that I am still a 
practicing scientist. I think I am still a pretty good 
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scientist. I think ay record there will stand inspection. I 
am able to practice the principles of science. However, I 
have been able only since my being rid of the Communist 
ideology — • 1 have been able to gain an adequate perspective , 
first, of where science belongs so far as I am concerned in 
this troubled world we are living in today, and, second, some- 
thing which 1 could never have seen as a Communist, where the 

spiritual part of my being belongs t which moans relating 

i 

myself to my fellow beings in a positive way. 

Having regained this, the mere idea that a person v/ho 
will inculcate into the minds of my children ideas which will 
lead them along this path of materialist philosophy, may seem 
all right from the point of view of academic freedom and so 
on, but it is a very pernicious thing and can layfoundations 
that can go way beyond anything of which we might ordinarily 
dream. 

I am a person that has always been interested in philoso- 
phy , mathematical philosophy, and I think the power of ideas 
is perhaps much greater than any other power that there is. . 
Wei}, I am grateful for whatever forces were responsible for, 
first, weaning me away from and subsequently opening my eyes 
to the terrible force in whose power I had found myself for a 
period of time. 

1 hope this answers your question, 

Mr. Doyle, There is a last question I want to ask along 
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that line. 

I noticed as you began your marvelous statement, 1 mean 
earlier today, an hour ago, in the first hundred words more or 
less you used a term spiritual. You referred to the spiritual 
experience you had. 

Mr. Balamuth. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyle. Now, you are repeating it again. I reoognize 
that that is entirely as you said, an individual matter and 
individual experience. But you described your spiritual ex- 
perience as spiritual decadence. 

Mr. Balamuth. Degeneracy. 

Mr. Doyle. Degeneracy. 

Mr. Balamuth, if you have any way of appraising or making 
an appraisal that you feel fair to make in answer to this ques- 
tion, will you make it, and if you do aot I can understand 
perhaps why you do not feel there is aay way you could make a 
fair appraisal. But if you experienced a spiritual decadence 
or a dsgeneraoy, what is your opinion as to whether or not 
that lathe mature individual, say in the teaching profession, 
because that is what you know best, that same experience is 
apt to occur with a - man who goes wholeheartedly into the 
Communist movement and takes Communist discipline as you did. 

Mr. Balamuth. 1 will put it this way. I will answer 
that by saying the following: That it would foster in such 
an individual the spirit of arrogance, that is, his activity 



in Communism, rather than the spirit of humility, and this 
spirit of arrogance is perhaps the best symptom I can think of 
of what I would call spiritual degeneracy. This arrogant 
sureness that you are right and that everybody must follow 
you because you are right is a dominant attitude that 1 found 
over and over again and that was in myself in the Communist 
movement . 

Mr. Soherer. We had that demonstrated h®e this morning 
by one John Gates in his testimony before this Committee, I 
think it is marvelous that we have this witness immediately 
following the testimony of Gates this morning, because he 
certainly demonstrates that arrogance and that sureness and 
that cockiness that he was right. 

Mr. Doyle. Do I understand then that I would understand 
from your answer that this spiritual degeneration which you 
itemised as a result of Communist Party membership by an 
adult, mature person, in which you typified by arrogance, is 
a normal result in your judgment of active Communist Party 
membership going to the extent of the Communist Party control 
and discipline? 

Mr. Balamuth. I ean*t see how it would have any other 

result. 

Mr. Doyle. That is al^ thank you. 
That is all, counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. WE were talking about the Rapp-Coudert 
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hearing, 

Mr, Balamuth. Yes, sir # 

Mr. Tavenner. And the fact that a decision had been 
reached that those called as witnesses should lie about their 
Communist Party membership. 

Do you recall whether or not at those meetings that were 
held on that subject, whether functionaries of the Communist 

Party on a higher level were present and aided in the dis~ 

» 

cuss ion? 

Ms?. Balamuth. In which type o£ meeting was this, again? 
I am sorry, 

Mr, Tavenner, The Communist Party meetings where the 
decision was made that ifs members should lie* in the course of 
the hearings, 

Mr. Balamuth. Well, as I said, my recollection of that 
particular period was rather vague, except for the fact that 
it was a period of tribulation and spine stiffening for the 
members. I donH actually know- what went on in terms of 
meetings, I am sure there must have been meetings with 
higher functionaries of the Party, because this was a crisis 
so far as the Communist Party unit was concerned at the college, 
and the Communist Party unit at City College was regarded as 
the spearhead In the Communist movement in the colleges in 
the New York area because it was the largest unit, if I remem- 
ber correctly. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether the subject was 
takento the section level? 

Mr. Balamuth. I don't recall specifically but X am cer- 
tain that it was, if I may put it that way. But in addition 
we organised in the unit our activity to this degree. In 
fact, I remember being one of the persons selected myself. 
We met in David Goldway^s house down on the lower East Side, 
I think on Avenue B or C and each person as he can© from the 
private hearings, giving testimony before the Rapp-Coudert 
Committee who was a member of our Communist Party unit, was 
instructed to oome to David Goldway»s apartment and at that 
time were to perform a kind of spine stiffening act on hiaj 
that is. w© were to find out whether he was ready to break, 
how he had reacted. This was the way in which we were 
able to inspect each of these people during this critical 
period. 

Mr. Tavenner. If I may sayso, that is the very practice 
that is engaged in today when lists of Committee witnesses 
appear in the press days ahead of the hearing. 

Mr. Doyle. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did 1 understand that you circulated a 
false statement relating to the testimony of William Canning? 
Mr. Balamuth. Yes, X did. 
Mr. Tavenner. In regard to the hearing. 
Mr. Balamuth. I did. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Do you know that others did the same 
thing? 

Mr. Balaiauth. I don»t think that anyone circulated a 
sta-eiaent as widely as I did. It was felt I was one of the 
teachers at City College who had been there the longest and 
had a quite respected position in the faculty, and it was felt 
that a statement from me would have weight, especially because 
of the many acceptable activities that I had, such as being 
the member of the faculty curriculum committee and being a 
faculty advisor to the student club, and so on and so forth. 

I prepared a very careful statement, of which I think 
one thousand copies were printed and put in the mailboxes of 
every member of the teaching staff of the college , and this 
vas a deliberately concocted statement which contained mainly 
uai. statements about my activities properly attested to by 
signed affidavits by students and by teachers in order to 
oioak th£ one real center of that statement, namely, to brand 
Jaaaing as a liar and fco, well, to maintain my false position, 
stating that 2 was not and never had been a member of the 
Communist i/arty. 

Mr. Doyle. Who was Canning at the time? 

Mi 1 . Balamuth. Canning was the principal witness and later 
there was a iiiss Sherman that & mentioned before. They were 
the principal witnesses who had divulged the names of Communist 
■t'arty unit members at City College. 
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to. Boyle, I see. 

Mr. Balamuth. In the Ilapp-Coudert investigation. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did that statement of yours include the 
suggestion that you had been too busy to have engaged in 
Coi&munist Party activities? 

Mr. Balamuth. This was the chief center of the whole 
statement. How could a person who engaged in all of the 
legitimate activities in which I had engaged and at the same 
tina© carry out the terrific load of teaching, of research 
work and so on that I was obviously doing — how fantastic 
it was as Mr, Canning stated, I engaged in such a thing as 
being editor of the Teacher- Worker and being a member of the 
Communist Party, and that was used as argument. 

Mr. Doyle. Was Canning a teacher? 

Mr. Balamuth. Canning had been an English teacher. I 
am sorry. That is not correct. Canning had been a history 
teacher in the History Department ot City College. 

Mr. Doyle. He told the truth when he identified you? 

Mr. Balamuth. He had told the truth when he identified 
me s that is correct. 

Mr. Scherer. He had been a Communist, too? 

Mr. Balamuth. He had been a member of my cell and had 
also served on the Teacher-Worker editorial committee during 
the time that i was editor of the Te ao her- Worker . 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give us the names now of other 
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persons? 

Mr. Soberer. Canning, how do you spell that? 
Mr. Balamuth. C-a-n-n«i~B~g. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give us the names of any other per 
sons who circulated a false statement with regard to their 
membership in connection with this matter? 

Mr. Balamuth. 1 don't recall the circulation of state- 
ments by any other individuals.. There may have been. 

Mr. Doyle. Counsel not only included circulation of 
statement. You included testimony . 

Mr. Balamuth. As to testimony I can answer that* To 
my best knowledge every one of the members of the Qommunist 
Party unit who testified testified falsely, that is f denied 
that he was or ever had been a member of the Communist Party 
unit at City College. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether any other person 
submitted a written statement falsely stating that they were 
members? 

Mr. Balamuth. There may have been, but 1 don»t recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have identified Bx\ Lloyd Motz as 
one of those who were members of this group. Do you recall 
whether or not he prepared any type of a written statement 
similar to the one that you prepared? 

Mr. Balamuth. I don't recall whether or not he did, 
but he was a member of the Communist Party unit. 



Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether hetestified? 

Mr. Balamuth. ! don't eves recall whether he testified. 

Mr. Tavenner. How, when you resigned in 1941 from the 
teaching staff as the result of the experiences you have des- 
cribed, did others resign also? 

Mr. Balamuth. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Your employment after that was with the 
Ellis Foster Technical Research Laboratories, was it not? 

Mr. Balamuth. That should he corrected to Technical 
Research Laboratories, which was formed as a separate company 
and received a retainer to do research from the Ellis Foster 
Company. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the general nature of the work 
engaged in while employed at that Teohnical Research Labora- 
tory? 

Mr. Balamuth. The work engaged in included some of my 
own original work in the field of ultrasonics j in fact, it was 
at that time that i invented what is now called the Cavatron 
process and work was done in the field of coating optical 
elements so as to reduce the glare Or reflection from them. 
This work was started by the laboratory alone and then was 
subsequently sponsored by the Navy Department. In other 
words, a Navy research contract was gained by the Technical 
Research Laboratories to develop this process. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you first took employment there 
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there, were there others from your former Communist Party 
unit associated with you in that work? 

Mr. Balamuth. Yes, sir. As a matter of fact, the 
Technical Research Laboratories were formed as a result of 
gaining the services of mysexf, together with Joseph Steigman 
and Morris U. Cohen. Morris U. Cohen was a teacher in the 
Chemistry Department of the City College , and Joseph Steigman 
had been, l believe, a teacher at Columbia University, and he 
was an ©rganio chemist; and we three constituted the directing 
scientific staff of this laboratory. 

The laboratory was formed for the purpose of enploitiag 
basic research ideas with the aim of developing a patent 
licensing position which the Ellis Foster Company would have 
first rights to. Xt was purely a commercial venture in that 
sense. 

Subsequently, other individuals who had been members of 
the Communist ^arty unit were brought into this organization. 

Mr. Tavenaer. Just before you go into that, you mentioned 
Joseph &teigmaa. He was not from the New York City College, 
as I understand. ^ 

Mr. Balamuth. I don 9 t think he was. I think he was at 
Columbia University. 

Mr * Tavenaer. Was he known to you to be a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Balamuth. He was. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Before you went into this enterprise? 
Mr. Balarauth. Yes, he was. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. Wow, I interrupted you. You 
may proceed. 

Mr. Scherer. What about the other man? 

Mr. Tavenner. He had already identified the other man. 

You may proceed. 

Mr. Balamuth. Lloyd Motz had been doing some work with 
an optical firm and he was brought in as an associate to 
the Technical Itesearch Laboratories. 

Friction developed between him and Steigman and Cohen, 
and his association only lasted for something less than a 
year. 

iven Hur linger, who X identified earlier, was given a 
job as an employee as a technician in this laboratory. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say Lloyd Motz did not remain for 

a long period of time? 

Mr. Balaumth. He remained for just something less than 
a year. There were personality difficulties dealing with 
differences in personal opinion mainly as amongst the gentle- 
men I have mentioned, namely, Steigman, Cohen and Motz. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did those differences in opinion relate 
to the subject of Communism? 

Mr. Balaouth. No, they related to opinions involving 
Motz's competency as an industrial research specialist. 
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Mr^ Tavenner. You have previously Identified him as a 
member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Balamuth. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. How were his services obtained? 

Mr. Balamuth. For the Tsohnioal flesearoh Laboratories? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Balamuth. By personal contact between myself and 
Cohen and Steigman, and we felt he would be a good addition 
to the laboratories, and we urged him to come in with us. 

Mr. Tavenner. And ail three of you were members of the 
Communist Party who sought his connection with your enterprise? 

Mr. Balamuth. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you not think it migh\ possibly lead 
to trouble, to invite a known member of the Communist Party 

into this group? 

Mr. Balamuth. Into the Technical llesearch Laboratories? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Balamuth. Well, none of us were known members of the 
Communist Party. We had all, to my knowledge, testified 
falsely in any open or private hearings concerning our being 
charged with being members of the Communist Party, so this 
was Information that we held privately among ourselves. For 
example, the principles of this company had no knowledge of our 
being members of the Communist Party, so far as I know. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was this device that you were the inventor 



of used or anticipated to be used in any way In the national 
defense? 

Mr. Balamuth. The ultrasocic device was not developed 
further at that time. The optical coatings methods were not 
employed primarily because prior to our development another 
development had already been carried to a point where it had 
been the method of choice. 

Mr. Taveaner. Was any inquiry made by the Defense Depart- 
ment or any government agency concerned with secret and classi- 
fied defense matters interested in any of the work at this 
laboratory? 

Mr. Balamuth. Not to my knowledge* 1 wouldn't have any 
direct knowledge of that. I will say this; That being 
sensitive to the need for clearance and so on and being 
involved in classified work, we as Communists at Technioal 
Research Laboratories, endeavored to sell our services as 
specialists in those areas where we were what is called sole 
sources, that is to say, it would have to be an idea which 
was unique with us and therefore there could be no question of 
our obtaining it from some other source and I think it must 
have been on this basis that we were able to get the work 
that we did, that is to say, without investigation. 

I don*t know whether we weoe investigated or not. 1 
have no direct knowledge of that. But we did get work with 
the Navy Department in our coating field, which was our own 
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development and flowed from our own thoughts and ideas, 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there any requirement made from the 
University of Chicago , which dfc that time was engaged in a 
precision project connected with the Manhattan project? 

Mr. Balamuth. The first I knew of anything to do with 
the University of Chicago was the occasion of a telephone call 
from that University to the President of the Technical Research 
Laboratories, stating that the University would like to obtain 
my consultant services as a specialist and at that time the 
i>resideat of the Company wanted to know did they really mean 
Lewis Balamuth. He did not know whether or not | was a member 
of the Comamnist Party but he knew the fact that I was a 
Marxist, for example, so he seemed quite surprised that a 
University doing some important government work would ask for 
my services as a specialist, and they said "Yes, we mean pr. 
Lewis Balamuth, who had been at City College." They identi- 
fied, apparently, me, the person as they knew me to be 0 
Whereupon, he gave me permission to go to the University of 

Chicago on whatever mission they were asking about 0 

p 

Did you want me to continue in that area? 
Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Balamuth. I went to the University of Chicago and 
there I met Dr. £rank who is a noted Physicist in the field of 
atomic physics and 1 was told that as far as they knew 1 was 
the only person in the country who had sufficient knowledge 




101 to set up testing equipment in a certain area where they 

\vaated to determine the properties of certain materials,, 

i was very reluctant to go into a project that obviously 
had the cloak of secrecy about it that this one did have and 
this was because of the fact that I was a Communist and it is 
pretty hard to give in detail what my reasons were, but my 
dominant feeliag was that it Just wasn't right. Maybe 1 had 
already had some feelings concerning the fact that we were at 
war and that my dominant loyalty was to my country. 

I knew of the existence of another specialist who had 
carried on my research work at Columbia University to such 
a point that it had resulted in an actual place of equipment 
being developed , and 1 recommended to Dr. Francis that I be 
detailed to go to Pittsburgh to interview t&s gentleman, who, 
incidentally, as far as I know, had nothing to do with 
Comsaj.nist activities of any kind and who was at that time 
employed by the Westinghouse Laboratories, to induce him to 
send all of the information, plans and so on. 

'I went to Pittsburgh, told him the whole story. This 
was Dr. Segal, the man at Westinghouse, I saw the equipment 
that he had and saw that it would be adequate for the purposes 
that I wanted, and I then left Pittsburgh, called New York to 
tell my family that I was returning home, without telling 
them what my mission had been, and that ended completely all 
association that I ever had withh the Manhattan Project. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 



After that period of time did you engage in teaching in 
any school of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Balamuth. Yes, sir. Well, I would say this, there 
was a school formed that grew out of the first school that was 
formed after the Rapp-Coudert investigation. There was a 
school formed called the School for Democracy, which was 
frankly organized for the purpose of giving some employment 
to the teachers who were being dismissed or who were resigning 
from the college while the Rapp-Coudert investigation was 
going on. 

I taught in that school. I did not, of course, after I 
went to the Technical Research Laboratories, out later after 
the atomic bomb had been dropped and atomic energy had be- 
come a subject of great interest publicly, this was about 
1945, I guess t I was contacted by I believe David Goldway 
and Howard Selsam, who were on the staff of the Jefferson 
School. Tliis was the Jeff erson .School which was formed out 
of the School for Democracy. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is this the same David Goldway? 

Mr. Balamuth. The same David Goldway. 

Mr. Tavenner. A member of your group of the Communist 
Party at New York City College. 

Mr. Balamuth. Yes, sir, the same one, and these men 
were high officials in this school and also, so far as I knew, 
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still members of the Comaunist Party. They thought it would 
be o student attracting event if I could give a oourse of 
lectures on nuclear physics and atomic energy, and I must 
say that to ma this was a kitd of homesick opportunity again 
to teach. I liked teaching. I taught for fifteen years. 
I welcomed the opportunity. I prepared a syllabus, and I 
taught. The course turned out from the point of view of the 
group there to be a dud in that very few people registered 
for it. la fact, I don't think enough people registered for 
it to pay for the fees that I was paid as a teacher there 
and I taught it, X believe, for one semester, and that was 
the eistent of my teaching. I would say that that would 
represent, perhaps, my last participation in any activity 
relating to the Left Wing movement. 

Mr. Tavenner. Approximately what year was that? 
Mr. Balamuth. It was after the bomb was dropped. It 
was 9 45 or M6, I guess. 

Mr. Boyle. Bow many registered, about? 
Mr. Balamuth. There may have been ©bout ten or eleven 
students that registered for it. They expected it would be 
a very heavily registered class. 

Mr. Tavenner. Although your oourse may not have been very 
fully attended, the Communist Party made a great deal of it, 
didn't it? 

Mr. Balamuth. I believe it did, yes, sir. 
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Mr. Tavenner.. In the propaganda that it put out. 

Mr. Balamuth. I believe it put out quite a bit of propa 
ganda in the Daily Worker, for example, and probably in other 
publications as well. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. I here a photostatic copy of the 
Daily Worker of January 6, 1948, where there appears under 
the subject of "Science Notebook" an article which mentions 
your course, and I desire to offer this document in evidence 
and ask that it be marked Exhibit No. 1. 

Mr. Doyle. It will be so received and so marked. 

(Document handed to the witness.) 

Mr. Balamuth. Oh, yes, "-Atomic Power — Its History and 
Future." That Was the course. That is right. This would 
place the date somewhat later than 1946. My recollection was 
1946. Apparently it was 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. In order that there be no inference that 
you unlawfully revealed any classified information, did you 
take the matter of your teaching up with proper governmental 
authorities in advance? 

Mr. Balamuth. No, sir. I did not talk 'to any govern- 
mental authorities about taking on that particular course, 
but at the same time I did not inolude in that course any- 
thing exoept material which was published material and avail- 
able generally to the public. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you receive any official word from 
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Washington authorising you to make known that you had been 



associated with the atozsic bomb project? 

iter. iJalamuth. Yes, sir, I had received a telegram from 
Washington stating that it was permissible 2or me to reveal 
that I had been connected with the Manhattan Project, but I 
was not permitted to reveal the manner in which I was con- 
nected, that if X wished permission to so reveal my activi- 
ties that I was to communicate with some address and number 
that was included in this telegram. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you violate that instruction? 

Mr. Bslaiauth. Not to my best knowledge. I did not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Doctor, 1 am not certain that you have 
mentioned the names of a few people that I want to call to 
your attention, during the course of your testimony. If you 
did, why jiist say so. 

tforeyou acquainted with a person by the name of Henry 
X^oner? 

Mr. Balarouth. Yes, sir. He was a brother of the two 
Foner boys that I mentioned before who were in the History 
Department. He was a student at City College and I believe 
a member of the YCL. 

Mr. Taveaner. Were you acquainted with Murray Smolar? 

Mr. Balamuth. Yes, air, I was. He was in the Recorder v s 
Department. 

I can also remember some other names. There was Jesse 
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Mint us, who was also in the Recorder's Office, who was a member 
of the Communist Party unit. 

Mr o Tavenner. V?as Murray Smolar also a member? 

Mr. Balamuth. Murray Smolar was, and there was Robert 
Rosenthal, who was in the Chemistry Department. I don't think 
I mentioned his name before. There was a William Withrow, 
who was in the Chemistry Department. I didn't remember his 
name before. Sometimes it is possible to remember these 
names only by association, since it has been so many years 
since I had anything to do with these individuals.. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know a person by the name of 
Eugene Stein? 

Mr. Balarauth. Yes, sir, I do. * 

Mr. Tavenner. What do you know about Mr. Stein? 

Mr. Balamuth. He was a Bomber of the Communist Party 
unit at City College and was in the Recorder's office. He 
also taught mathematics in the evening session division of 
the college. - , 

Mi*. Tavenner. Do you recall a person by the name of 
Samuel Brown? 

Mr. Balamuth. Samuel Brown was, I believe, a section 
organizer of the Communist Party. He was not associated 
with the college, but was, I believe, a section organizer 
of the Communist Party. He was not associated with the 
college, but I believe was the organizer of Section 24 and 
on occasion we met him on the section meetings that 1 
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mentioned earlier in my testimony. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Ingraham Bander? 

Mr. Balamuth. Yes, sir. He was a member of the Communist 
Party unit and was in the History Department. 

Mr. Tavenner, Yetta Alpert? 

Mr. Balamuth. Yetta Alpert, I believe, was in the 
Department of Education. I am not sure but she was a member 
of the Communist Varty unit of City College also. 

Mr. Tavenner. Walter Scot$ Neff? 

Mr. Balamuth. Yes, sir. He was a member of the Communist 
#arty Unit and he was in the Psychology Department. 

Mr. Tavenner. Doctor, that is all that X desire to ask. 
I have no further questions. 

Mr. Doyle. Doctor, have you any opinion or recommendation 
in the field of legislation to this subcommittee to pass on 
to the full committee and possibly on to Congress itself as 
to how better, more adequately treat the subject, legislatively, 
of subversive activities, either originating in our nation or 
which infiltrates from other nations. That would be a ques- 
tion. Have you thought of a subject? 

Mr. Balamuth. Well, I have given it some little thought 
but certainly it is too complicated a question for me to give 
you a considered opinion at this time. 1 don't have any 
specific recommendations concerning legislation. 

Mr. Doyle. All right. 
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103 My next question is this: Did you ever hear a discussion 

by Communist luminaries or within your own sell whether or not 
the present existing legislation in this field by Congress 
was considered effective, was considered as adequate to weaken 
their activities or lessen their activities or stifle their 
activities? 

I mean did they feel as Communist leaders, as far as you 
could tell, that the legislation we had was effective or non- 
effective? Did you ever hear that discussed? 

Mr. Balamuth. I am sure that that was discussed in those 
early years when I was in the Communist Party unit of City 
College. 

* of course in recent years I have not been involved in 

any discussions of this sort and I don f t really know what the 
present legislative situation is, 

Mr. Doyle. To what detent was it discussed in those 

years? 

Mr. Balamuth. In those years legislation was a matter 

that was discussed very frequently at the Communist Party 

p 

unit meetings. I don f t think I paid too much attention and 
the years having rolled by, I am afraid I can ! t give you too 
clear a picture right now of what the attitude was except 
that legislation was felt to be inimical to the free activity 
of Communists in this country, was definitely opposed, and all 
efforts were made by writing letters to Congressmen and so on 
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and so forth, all other methods of mass pressure were devised 
as means for defeating or changing sucji legislation. 

Mr. Doyle. Was there any program through your ceil or 
that came to your attention in your unit that legislation 
should be opposed through any so-called Communist fronts? 

Mr. Balamuth. Yes. The so-called Teacher-Worker, of 
which I was editor, would frequently have articles relating 
to a review of legislation in Washington and urging the ISA, 
the AFA, the unions and the memberships in the unions to 
take action to bring up motions on the floor to oppose such 
legislation where it was inimical to, as they put it — they 
didn't put it it was inimical to the Communist Party — but 
they put it as inimical to the interests that they attempted 
to identify with the the interests of the members of these 

organizations . 

Mr. Doyle. I have another question. You have appeared 

before the Internal Security Committee of the Senate- 
Mr. Balamuth. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyle. And now before this Committee of the House. 
Have you come to any conclusion as to what your opinion is as 
to the value or usefulness of these committees, and I am 
referring now especially to this committee, the House Un- 
American Activities Committee? I am not asking you to pass 
any bouquets. 

Mr. Daiamuth. Of course I understand. 
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HQ Mr. Doyle. I want your frank opinion. Have you any 

field of thought as to our functioning? Are we approaohing 
the problem, in your judgment, with effectiveness, with real 
usefulness? Have you any suggestions to us in our own field 
of jurisdiction? 

Mr. Dalamuth. I have two comments. 
First I would like to refer back on a very personal 
basis to my enormous gratitude to the Internal Security 
Committee because it became the occasion of giving me the 
opportunity to purge myself of something which had been a 
terrible weight, literally, on my chest, for many years. 
But mor e generally I think that those committees of the 
Congress of the United States that are investigating the 
infiltration and the danger of not only Communist forces 
but Communist ideas in our country are doing an invaluable 
service to the country and to the people of the country. And 
1 must once again especially say that that part of the service 
which any committee of the government can do which will expose 
the danger in this Communist thing in its bankrupting or under- 
mining our spiritual wholeness can not be over-estimated. 1 
mean this is a very important function as I see it. 

This again I glean from my own personal experience and 
I can see today my views, my feeling, my emotional background 
is all so completely altered as a result of having, so to 
speak, been untwisted and made somewhat whole. I think I was 
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much more a part of a person before and therefore twisted aad 



distorted in my views. Now I have had another part added and 
I feel somewhat more hopeful. 

Now, in so far as this Committee can enlighten the pub- 
lic concerning the danger of Communistic ideology in under- 
mining our spiritual heritage, I think it is doing great 
service. Unfortunately, I have no specific recommendations. 

Mr. Doyle, Off the record a minute. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Doyle. Back on the record. 

Have you any objection, Doctor, to this, all or any 
part of your testimony being released if . in the judgment of 
the full committee it is in the best interests of our nation 
that it be released? 

Mr. Balamuth. I have no objection whatsoever. I have 
given you my opinion. I have no objection. 

Mr. Doyle. I want to say, Doctor, on behalf of the 
subcommitteei and the full committee we very earnestly apprec- 
iate your very wonderful help to Congress in doing what you 
have done, in helping this committee to understand the problem 



and giving your experiences. 

I would think j Mr. Tavenner, that this sort of a communi- 
cation to us would be of inestimable value some day in a 
separate statement. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is an excellent narration of experience 
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within the Party which should be of tremendous value. 

Mr. Doyle. Mr. Soherer and I both join in very cordially 
thanking you in behalf of the full committee for this very 



helpful statement you haye made. 
Mr. Balanmth. Thank you. 

Mr. Doyle. Is there any other work before the subcomniitt 
Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. That is all. , 




Mr. Doyl©. Then the subcommittee will stand adjourned/ 
sine die. 

(Whereupon, at 1:30 p.m., Friday, February 28, 1958, the 
subcommittee recessed subject to the call of the Chair.) 



